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46 VOTES anp PROCEEDINGS, FEBRUVARY 1777

judgment. It remains a queftion whether the ath propofed was improper 3. whether your honours
conceive that. no:teft is neceflary. 1o ditinguifh. whigs . from tories, friends trom focs ;. and whe-
ther the oath is fuch a one as cught to be taken by your honours and this houfe, and the civil
officers of government. The whole is objelted to, and we infer that no amendment could ren-
der the oath, or the bill in thofy: parts, perfe&, or duubtlels your honours would have propofed
amendments. This houfe conceive the oath in the bill the proper cvidence and teft of fidelity,
The cath direfted by the form of government muft have your hanours hearty approbation. By
taking that oath your honours mn0un;cedt’any allegiance to the king of ‘Great-Britain, and {wore
to be faithful and to bear true allegiance to the flate of Maryland. It is apprehended by this houfe,
that the oath’ propofed externds no*¥atther, and contaifs-no more, than is implied in the’'vath pre-
fcribed in-the form of government; and-is only -éxplanatory of thofe duties of the. fubjeét which
are couched under terms technical and Jcgal, not obvious and\plain to the common underdtand-
ing of our people.  In endeavouring to peint out,"in plain and explicit terms, the duty.and:obli-
gation of the fubje&s of this ftaté; we have imitdted the exam le of our anceftors. Should we
be miftaken on this fubje&, your Honours are well able to- inform "4si"*" The oath. propafed: is
fimilar to the oath long taken in this {tate to.the old :government,. and_ we doubt not yout ho-
nours would require from each fubjcct of this {tate, the fame fecurity and evidence, oﬁhi§ attach-
ment to the new government, which he readily yiclded and paid to the old. o -

~ This. houfe are of-opinion, thag it is high time that fome teft {hiould be eftablifhed to.difcover,
if poflible, .our internal and. fecset foes. We have made an appeal to’ the confcience to difcover
the political principles of the owner.  We are perfelily fatisfied your honours ardently wifh to
find out the enemies of our peace.and happinefs, and would cordia{ly. join with us to bring them
to punithment, If our attempt by a teft oath is improper or defe&ive, your honours will'doubt-
lefs propofe fome more effetual mode. In this tao we have followed the conduct of our ancef-
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tors, adopted at different periads of time, when the "pr'crogatn_x:'e,s ‘of thé'crown, and the liberties

of the fubje&t were beft underftoad,, when the duty of the onc. and the obligation of the other

were fully explained and fettled.  Our aflociation was intended-a$ a téft; but proved defetive.

This houle cannot but be of opinion, that the oath is not efly proper as a teft of the difaf-
feCted, but that it ought to be taken by the members of both houfes,. the council, and all civil
officers of this government. To this your honours object. We beg leave to remind your ho-
nours, that our prefent governor, at his qualification, took the oath of fidelity prefcribed in the
form of government, and alfo an oath exadly. fimilar to the one in the'bill, in purfuance of the
dire&ions of this gencral affembly, We beg leaye further to remark, that by a law palfled
a few days ago, all future governors muft qualify themfelves for their office, by taking the fame
oath. What is your honours opinion of the obligation and duties of the fubjeéls of this flate,
who také the oath of fidelity and allegiance prefcribed in the form of government ! Will your
honours be pleafed explicitly to inform us of yaur opinion on this head ! Are your honours of
opinion; that'the oath taken by the governor coptained more than the oath prefcribed by the
conftitution ? If the oath is the fame in fubftance, and only explains “and exprefles what is im-
plied, what is the objeion to it ? If it contains greater duties, and is a ftronger evidence of at-
tachment and fidelity to our gavernment than the oath direted by the conftitution, and was ne-
ceffary to be taken by the {upreme magiftrate, we ‘are not able to difcover why it fhould not be
taken by your honours, this houfe, the council, and all the civil officers of this ftate. We pre-~
fume fuch an oath was proper, and neceflary to be taken by the governa?, becaufe your honours
twice concurred with us in the opinion. It remains with your honours therefore to. explain,
why an oath, proper to be taken by our governor, is improper to be taken by the other civil of-
ficers of government. If your honours cannat agree to the oath as a teft of difaff¢ction, we hops
your confent to'that part of our bill, which dire@s it to be taken by the general aflembly, the
ccuncil, and the civil officers of this ftate. ' ’

We difagree to your amendments relating to perfons who fled from this ftate and to non-affo-

ciators.. We are willing to give the firft nine months to return and take the oath in the bill,
and will alfo allow one month to the latter to take the oath.

We think fome reward fhould be allowed for the taking up perfons travelling without pafles,
and therefore have rejected your amendment on that fubje&. _

If the laft claufe but one in our bill fhould be agreed to, there will be no neceflity to direct attor-
nies to take the oath of fidelity, we have therefore diffented to yo'ur amendment refpedting them.

This houfe agree to ftrike out of the bill every thing that relates to the election of, and power
to, the committees of obfervation. We do not agree to your pmpofcd amendment as to difaf-
fected and dangerous perfons, except that part which invefts the governor (with the advice of
the council) with particular powers, and dire&s a fulpgnfion of the habeas corpus in cafe of invafion.

‘We_have agreed to all the other amendments propofed by your honours.

+ As we apprehend the bill concerns the peace and fafety of this ftate, we have returned it to your
henouts for your further confideration: We efteem the bill of great importance, and fhall be very
unwilling, . that the lofs of it fhould be imputed by your, and our, conftituents, to this houfe.

By order, : . G. DUVALL, cl ho.’Iq;].
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