VOTES anp PROCEEDINGS, FEBRUARY 1777. 15

ResorvEDp, That the fectlement of the rank of all military officers of the feven battalions
raifed by this ftaze, as 2 part of her quota of the continental army be referred to his cxcellency
encral Wafhington.
Read here and affented to. :
Adjourned till next day 10 o’clock.

F R I D A Y, Apil 11, 1777

ENA TE met according to adjournment. Prefent the fame members as on yeﬁefdain
S The proceedings of yefterday were read. Charles Carrroll, barrifter, Efquire, appeared in
the houfe. : : L

Meflieurs Craufurd and Galloway from the houfe of delegates, deliver to the prefident the bill,
entitled, An a& to punifh certain crimes and mifdemeanors,. and to prevent the growth of tory-
ifm, "with the amendments propofed by the fenate, and the following meflage :

By the HOUSE of DELEGATES, April 10, 1777,

" May it pleafe your honours, ' : |

THIS houte have tak=n into confideration the feveral amendments propoled by your honours
to the bill, entitled, ¢ An a& to punifh certain crimes and mifdemeanors, and to prevent the
growth of toryifm.” We cannot agree to ftrike out of khe bill the punifhment intended for thofe
who fhall perfuade or entice our people to return to, or acknowledge a dependence on, Great-
Britain. We view this offence as a great inifdemeanor, and of a very evil tendency. We have
bid adicu for ever to any allegiance to the monarch of Britain, and we have renounced for ever
our former political connection with that nation. Not only a juit and virtuous indignation for
her rapine and cruelty, but our intereft, our fafety, and the foundett policy, -di&ate this refolu-
tion. Nothing but the laft extremity and moft dire necefficy can alter our fentiments. To return
to any dependence on Britain, is to fubmit to certain and abje& flavery ; the man that advifes it
is weak, timid, or wicked, and an enemy to us and our pofterity. From thefe confiderations
we hope your honours aflent to the bill in this particular. I

For fimilar reafons we reje@ your propofition t6 feave out the punifhment propofed by the bill
on thofe who fhall diffuade, difcourage, or terrify any of our people from fupporting our inde-
pendency, or who fhall fupport the meafures of parliament againft the United States.

Money has always been efteemed the finews of war. - To depreciate our bills of credit, the
only fubftitute and reprefentation of money, and on the credit of which depend our means of
fupporting the war, we efteem an high and dangerous offence. The man that attempts to de-
ftroy its crédit, cannot but be inimical to our prefent glorious ftruggple, and, in our opinion,

merits the notice of the legiflature. We cannot therefore accede to your propofition of leaving
this offence out,of the biil, tho’ we would confent to correét'that part of the bill which relates
to depreciating the currencies of our fifter ftates. o | :

The recruiting fervice demands our every encouragement. -On its fuccefs depends the liberty
of America. The fword alone can decide the conteft.- We are 'not apprehenfive that our inter-
nal enemies will by threats or force obftru&t the raifing the new levies, Few inftances may be
expe&ed of the former, and not fo many of the latter. Our difaffe@ed and tories are more art-
ful and infidious, than open, generous, or brave. Their arts are more to be feared than their
arms. The public may fuftain much injury, if to diffuade or difcourage men fiom entering into
the fervice be not confidered as a mifdemeanor, and liable to fome punifhment.  The cunnin
fecret enemy may, by magnifying the dangers of war, the fatigues of a campaign, and the fuf-
ferings of the foldiery, deter and prevent many from engaging in the fervice. From thefe ob-
fervations we flatter ourfelves with your honours concurrence to that part of our bill, ‘

" To her internal enemies America is in great meafure indebted for the prefeht unnatural war.
They diligently labour to work the deftruétion of their native country. Every illiberal device,
every mean ungenerous ftratagem is pra&tifed. A liar is one of the moft deteftable of charalters.

To publifh a falfhood to the injury of an individual, has eVer been held a great offence, at all

times and in all ages, not only by the civilized and polithed nations of Europe, but by batbarians

‘and favages. Is it then no offence malicioufly and defignedly to publifk and circulate falfe news,
which may prove fatal to a whole community ! We confider the political tale-bearer, circulating
his flander, as a dangerous foe. We only lament the difficulty of bringing iim to punifhment.
The intention and malice will be feldom proved: Your honours will, it is hoped, concur therex
fore in this part of our bill. ‘ : :

We cannot affent to your propofal of ftriking out of the bill the oath of fidelity and- fupport to
this government ; the obligation on difaffected perfons (if required) to take it; their incapacity,
on refufal, to hold offices ; and the power invefted in the genéral court to order their depdrture
from the ftate, if adjudged dangerous to refide among us. W e retain our opinion that the mem-~
bers of both houfes,” of the council; and all civil officers of this ftate, ought to take the fame
oath of fidelity. This houfo are at a lofs to conccive the reafons which influenced your honours

M judgment.
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