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mination of mens charaders and camparative abilities in this way. Anxious to finifh the bufi-
nefs of appointing the civil officers of the ftate, and dcfirous that men of the firft ability and in-
tegrity may be appointed, we agree toa free .communication of fentiments on this fuvj<ét pre-
vious to a joint ballot, and have appointed jofeph Nicholfon and Matthew Vilghman, }!lfqmrc's,
of this houfc, to meet fuch members as may be appointed by yours for that purpofe. .

) By order, R. POTTS, cl. fen.

On the fecond reading of the refolve of the houfe of delegates refpedting furgeons, &c. for the
army, the fame was affented to with the following amendment, viz. after the word ¢ general™
in the fifch line of the firft page, infert the folawing, * whilft attending his dmty.”

Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Ridgely from the houfe of deleg.tes, deliver to Mr. Prcfi tent the peti-
tiops fent them by Mr. Contec, and alfo Daniel Melfon’s petition, feverally endorfed as follows :
¢ By the houfe of delegates, Apil 2, 1777 : Read and referred to the governor and coun-
« cil, with full power to take fuch order thereon as they think proper.

- ¢¢ By order, G. DUVALL, cl. ho. del.”

Which were feverally rcad, and the petitions referred to the governor and council, with full
power as above. ' '

Adjourned till 'next day 10 o’clock.

T H U R 8 D A Y, Apnl 3 1777

ENA TE met according to adjournment. The fame members prefent as on ycfterday
except Robert Goldfborough, Efquire. The proceedings ot yefterday were read.
The meffage of yefterday was fent to the houlfe of delegates by Matthew Tilghmun, Efquire.
g The petitions referred yefterday to the governor and counci!, were fent by Thomas Stone,
{quire. i | '
?Vlr. Gibfon and Mr. Archer from the houfe of delegates, deliver to Mr, Prefident the follow-
ing letter from the governor, and refolve of the houfe of delegates. ‘

Gentlemen of the general aflembly, . .

1 HAVE been informed that fume of the militia who were lately ia fervice under my com-
mand, hrve expreffed their diffatisfa&tion at their not having received their pay. Thinking 1t by
fo means prudent that they fhould call at Philadelphia in their way home, and there wait ghe
{ettlement of their accounts, 1 promifed to ufe my endeavouis that every thing fhould be fimihed
in their own neighbourbood, and have taken fuch fteps as I thought moft likely to fucceed, to
get fome perfon appoinied by congrefs to fettle with and pay them : but I have not learned whow,
ther it has been mentioned in congrefs, and think it likely that in .the multiplicity of their more
important bufinefs it may be omitted. Perfuaded that the march of the militia was ferviccable to
our caufe and may agsin be neceflary, I fhould be forry that occafion for any jult complaint
was given, or that a delay fhould difcourage their marching on a future emergency. 1 have
therefore, and becaufe I know that many of thofe who checrfully went have preffing neccflities
" for the little due to them,-taken the liberty to recommend this matter-to your confidtiation,.and
to requeft that you will appoint perfons to fettle the accounts, and, if neceflary, enable 2an ad-"
vance by our treafury of the money due.

THOMAS JOHNSON, jun.

In the HOUSE of DELEGATES, April 3, 1777

QO N reading his excellency the governor’s letter to the general affembly of April 2, 1777, -
lutive to the pay of the militia lately. in the fervice of the United States, and under his command,
REsoLVED, That his excellency be empowered to appoint proper perfans to audit and fettle the
accounts of the faid miljtia, and to draw on the treafuress of this ftate for fuch fums of money as
may be neceffary for the difcharge of fuch claims, and that he be requefted to take the mott ef-
feGtual and fpcedy meafures for re-payment of any monies advanced by this for thé ufe of the
United States. Extra& from the minutes, G. IBU VALL, cl. ho. del.

Which refolve and detter were feverally read, and the refolve affented to and fent to the gover-
nor. by George Plater, Efg; ' ' " | !

M. Stevenfoh and Mr. Polk from the houfe of delegates, bring in and deliver to Mr. Prefi-
dent the following meflage : | T

‘ By the HOUSE of DELEGATES, Ap:il 3, 1777
~ May it pleafe your honours, .
W E “concur with your meffage by Matthew Tiighman, Efq; and have appointed Mr. Hall,
Mr. Wootton, and Mr. J. T. Chafe, tq meet the members appointed by your houfe.
‘ By order, ' _ G. DUVALL, cl. ho. del.

Matthew Tilghman, Efg; ‘brings in a bill, entitled, An act to open the courts of juftice,
att:d ﬁlﬁ other purpofes, thesein mentioned ; which was read the firft time and ordercd to lic N(Im
the tavie, r.
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