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L An Act to prevent the dcstmctxon of Oysters in this Stntc. B e
ot " \FmEREAS it is ropresented fo the general assembly, thatagreat ’mw‘

: mumber of.large vessels from the northern and middle ‘states fre-

guent our waters for the, purpose of transporting oysters to those
states: 'And whereas, well .grounded qpprehensu:]ns ‘are entertaine

|

7,

ed;of -the utter extinction of oysters in the state, as well in conse-

“quence of  the imménse. quantity thereof exported, as the destruc-
~tive.instruments used in catching them; Therefore,

:.1. Be it enactcd by the General Assembly of Maryland, That if PWW&?egi ;
any-ferson or:persons shall use any drag,'scoop, or other instru- tom, &e. for

ment dxcept tongs or rakes, such as have generally been used for
- the purpose of catching oysters within the waters of this state,
- every. person so offending, and being thereof convicted before a
justice of the peace of either of the counties adJommg the watcr
"course ‘in which the offence has been committed,  shall forthwith
pay. the sum of twonty dollars, or in case of failure so to do shall
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be,committed, by such justice of the peace, to’ the publlc gaol of

the county,‘ there to remain, without bail - or mainprize for snxty
.days, unless such fine of- twcnty dollars be sooner dlscharged, onhe
baif.of which finc-shall go to the state,. and the other’ to the use
of the informer, in_case the evidence without . his m' her teatimo-
ny was suflicient to convict the offender, and if nut, the whole: of

~ such, fine shall go to the state; Provided nothing contained herem"mm )

, shnll be construcd to extend to the use. of" dmgs on the western
phore, .anch as. has been, generally uscd on said. shorc” .

. 2. Jnd be it further enacted, 'That’ no person ot persons ‘what.

/ soever, shall put oysters caught or gathered in the waters, bays, t

Pmlty !n' pute

ing oysters on

boerd an
1 Dot own . .

rivers or creeks of this state, on’board of any.canoe, flat, scow, citizeas of

boat or other’ vessel, not wholly belonging to and owned' by some **
person or persons who have resided within this ga.mr_\ztlv%months
prevuously to. such.oysters being so put on board of such canoe,
ﬂat, scow, boat or vessel, and every person so. oﬂ‘endmg, and be-
ing thereof convicted before a justice of the peaceof cither of the

" qounties adjoining the waters, bays, rivers or crccks, in wluch the.

. offance has been committed, shall forthwith pay (hesum of twenty
dollars, or in case of failure sa to do, shall be committed by‘ijia-
tice of the peace to the publlc gaol of the county, thérc to remain

" without bail.or ‘mainprizo:for sixty. days, unless such fine'of twen-

ty. dollars be sooner dlsnlnrged, one half of which fine- shall go

to. the state, and the other to, the use of the informer, in cdse the
: evldcnce without. his or her testimony was sufficient to ‘convict the

oﬁ'euder, if not, the. whole of such fine shali. go to-the state; Pro- Pritino

~wided nothing in this section contained shall be construed to extend
tb tlio basin and.harbour of the city of Baltimore.

§. Jnd be it enacted, That it shall be the duty - of evéry Justxce Justiee to e, |

nt on

of tho peace, upon lis own view, or the. ml'ormalmn of any per- Wwation, c;

8on un oath; to ISSUO his warrant to one or. more conqtables in his

, .;:ount), commandmg him, her oy them, to. rcqmrc such _and 8o

Jmany persons as he or they shall deem necessaryy to aid and'as-"

gist, him or them in apprehending cvery person or persons offend.
ing agamst all or any of the preceding sections, in -any- of the
‘bays, rivers, creeks or waters of this statg, and forthwith to bring
such- offender, when npprchcndcd, before any Justxcc of the




