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allowed the same fees for his tréuble that have heretofore been allowed to the clerk of the general
court, to be.paid -at “such timfies as the governor and council may think proper, by orders drawn on
the treasury of the western shore.

‘LI, AND BE IT ENACTED, That it shall not hereafter be lawful for any person or petsons to sue,
' or be sued, in privilege, any law, usage or custom, to the contrary notwithstanding.
J— o % ; : . .

LII. AND BE IT ENACTED, That from and a?er the passage of this law, it shall not be lawful for
any attorney, clerk, sheriff, or other officer, of any of the courts of this state, to send out his ot
their fees in tobacco, as heretofore pratised by the officers aforesaid, but that all fees sent out by
cither of them shall be in pounds, shillings and pence. \

- C H AP LXVL
An ACT, entitled, An additional supplement to an a&, entitled,
An a@ relating to negroes, and to repeal the adés of assembly

therein mentioned.

Vv X7HEREAS great mischieff' have arisen from slaves coming into possession of the certjficates

~ of free negroes, by running away and passing as free, under the faith of such certificates:
And whereas it has been found frem experience, that the manner of grantin-g.ccrtiﬁcatcs of freedom
is not sufficient te prevent the evils felt by slaves coming into possession of such certificates ; for

remedy ‘whereof,

II. B 1T ENACTED, by the General Assembly of Maryland, That from and after the first day of June
next, it shall not be lawfal for any person .or persons, except the clerks of the county courts in the
several tounties in this state, of register of wills, where any negro or negroes have been freed by
last will and testament, to grant certificates of freedgm to any free megro or negroes; «and the said
clerks and registers are hereby enjoined, when called upon by any negro entitled to freedom, residing
in, or belonging to, theigrespelive counties, for a certificate thereof, te grant the same under the
geal of their respetive ofitces, and to set forth therein the height, age, complexion, the time when
such negre became free, the place where he ‘or she, as the case may be, was raised, and such mark

or marks as may appear to such clerk or register to be notable in such negro, so applying for his or
her certificate of freedom ‘as aforesaid ; and the said clerk or register shall keep 2 registry of each
and every certificate granted by them, or either of them, to any negro or negroes to whom such cer-

tificate have been granted.

III. AnD BE IT ENACTED, "That if any person Or persems, other than the clerks or registers as
aforesaid -of the several counties in<this state, shall give or grant any certificate of freedom to any
gro or negroes, he, she or they, shall, upon an-indictment, and being found guilty thereof, either
onfession or verdi& of a jury, forfeit and pay not exceeding five hundred dollars for each and
éry -offence, to be applied to the use of the county where such person shall reside ; and if any
clerk or register. in any county in this state shall grant a certificate of freedom to any aegro or ne-
groes not entitled to freedom, knowing such negro of negroes not te be entitled to freedom, or teo
any free negro or free negroes, except such as beleng to, or Were manumitted or freed according to
the laws of, this statey in his or their respetive counties, shall, upon an indiftment and convition
thereof, forfeit and pay.fot exceeding five hundred dellars for each and every oflence, to be applied

as. aforggagigﬁ T e

S R iy C e e - :

Iv. VANDLBE};J-Tﬁmﬁ&,ﬁ;D, That it shall not be lawful for any clerk or register of any county in
this gtate fo grantga’ certificate of freedom to any negro manumitted or freed as aforesaid who has
once obtain®d a cestificate of his or her freedom of .such glerk.or register, unless such negro apply-
ing for the same Shall-make .aath, or prove by spme

as the case may be, his:lost the former certificate of his or ber freedom, granted as aforesaid ; and
it shall be the duty of the said clerk or register to describe the grantee of such second certificate, in
the same manner as-is *g{:‘*escribed in the first sefion of this a&.. " cn ’ ’ -

V .- AND Bx;!r BN Tw,That WHQ:\' any: negro of negroes, who has or hayg been manumitted
«or fréed as aforesaid, ‘shall apply to the clerk or register of the county where he, she or they was of

Fejister to cause such-applicant or applicants to prove, by such testimony a5 shall be satisfaltory to
. ~ e SN :

e credible and disinterested witness, that he or she, _

‘Were manumitted or freed as aforesaid, for a certificate thereof, it .s.haﬁ,be;t;he‘, dusy of such clerk or
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