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were produced in court; and if any future change or alteration shall be made in theafigmgt plaw,

by authority of the congregation as aforesaid, such change or alteration shall in the same manner
‘be made known and recorded ; and the said clerk shall be entitled to such fees for-his services as are

V1. AxD BE IT ENACTED, That every cerporation or body politic aforesaid respellively, and
their successors, or the majority of them, by their name of incerporation aforesaid, shall have full
power and authority to hold and usc one common seal, to appoiat the times and places of their meet-
ings, and the number necessary to constitute a quorum, and shall moreover provide and keep a good
and suficient record book, and cause to be therein registered a fair account of all their proseedings,
subje@ at all times to the inspe@ion of the several members of the chirch, soeiety or cengregation,
in whose behalf the same are respeflively entered, and the same shalt be laid before a public meet.
ing, when thereunto required by zay five or more of the same'; and the said trustees, or a majority
of them, shall have full power and authority to frame such rules and erdimances for condudling their
concerns as may be necessary and convenient for accomplishing the end of their institution ; pro-
vided always, that mothing therein contained shall be repugnant to, but perfeétly consistent with,
the constitution and laws of this state. co o L :

VII. A¥D BE 1T ENACTED, That all and every of the said corporations oy trustees, and their
successors, by their respeive names or titles, shall be vested with an estate in fee-simple ‘in any
land or parcel of ground not exceeding two acres, and also in every chapel; meeting-house,-or othier
house of worship belonging te, or in the use of, the particular church, gociety or.congregation, for
which they are respeively chosen as a body pelitic or corporate, and shall also, by their respedlive

_names or titles, have absolute property in' all books, plate or other ornaments, and all goods and chat-
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¢
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tels, belonging to the said church, society or ‘congregation, whether the same hdve been given,
granted or devised, directly to the said church, saciety or congregation, or to any person in trust
for them ; provided, that the person or persons holding Tands, or goods and chattels, in trust fer-any
particular church or sogiety as aforesaid, shall voluntarily make over, by indenture proper for that
purpose, to the trustees or body corporate of such particular church or society, suchlands or chat-
tels, for the use and benefit of such church, society or congregation.. o

VIII. Asp BE IT ENACTED, That all and every the said corporation or trustees, establizshed ot
to be established in virtue of this aét, and their successors, shall be capable in law to purchase and
hold, in fee-simple, a quantity of land, net exceeding two acres for the use of any one church; society
or congregation, by gift or grant of any person or persons, or bodies politic, capable i law to make
the same, provided such gift or grant be made by indenture, duly exciuted and recorded agreeably -
to.law, and in Bo ether manner whatever; and also that every the said body eorporate; and theit
successors, or a majority of thcm, severally, by their respeftive name, may take and receive any
sum or sums of money, any kind, manner or portion, of goods and chattels; that shall be:sold ot
given to them as aforesaid by any person or persons, bodies politic or corporate, capable in law to
make a gift or sale thereof, and employ the same for the benefit and use of the particular church,
society or congregation, whereunto they respe@ively belong,-as a hody politic or corporate ; pro-
vided, that all and every gift, grant, bargain, sale, or deed of transfer, made by any person or per-
sons, and not intended to take efféét and vest in any religious body or corporation during the life of
the giver, grantor or seller, but to become their right and property after his, her or their decease,
shall be utterly null, void, and of no effe& ; and provided also, that the clear yearly value of the
estates, rents, annuities, or other hereditaments, of any church, society or congregation, thus in-
corporated, shall not amount to more than the clear yearly value of twe thousand dollars, and all
gifts, grants, sales and transfers, to any the said corporations, or their successors, after the clear
yearly vatue of their estate shall amount to two thousand dollars, and all bargains and purchases to
be made by any of them, which may increase the yearly value of the said estates above and beyond
the standard here fixed, shdll be utterly nall, void, and of noefledt. -~ - " - RTINS

IX. AND BE IT ENACTED, That the limitations in point of annual valde aforesaid shall not be
understood to affe@ the estate, property, interest or inheritance, or the income arising therefrom,
which any christian charch, congregatien or society, may be in possession of at the time of passing.
this a&. LT B

of the Gospel, that tien

 X.'AND, whereas it is necessary for the greater effeft of the preaching

-should be permitted to employ and sit under the teachingof those whom they find or gsteem most Ta-
pable of instruing them, and enforcing the precepts of religious truth, in whose charadter and |

faithfulncss{r{




