JOHN FRANCIS MERCER, Esquire, Gavernor, Novemzeer.
& X1l Anp BE 1T ENACTED, That.tbe chancellor may, by order, limit and appoint the time for
exeditors to bring in and declare their elaims, and may ¢xamine such creditors, and also the debtor,
on oath or afirmation, concerning the same, and, on any comtested claim, may, if he thinks proper,

~ order the same, or any faél cancerning the same, to be tried on an issue framed for that purpose, and
may order any part of the petitioning debtor’s estate to be set apart and retained for the eveatual
satisfadtion of any contested claim, or to be brought again into distribution ; and if any creditor to
whowm a real debt is due, shall collude with the debtor to gain an undue preference in the satisfadtion
of his debt, or for concealment of any part of she debtor’s estate or effefls, or shall contrive or

_coneert any acknowledgment of the debtor, by parole, or in writing, or any kind ef security, to

ive false colour to his claim - for mere than is dond fide due, such creditor shall lose his debt truly
gue,, and shall be totally excluded in the distribution. -

. XIIL Axp Be 1T ENACTED, That if the said debtors, or any of them, shall be arrested or im-
‘prisoned on any process sued out on any judgment or decree obtained against them, or any of them,
for any debt, damages or cost, contrafted, owing or growing due, before the passage of this a&, the
court, out of which such process issued, or any one judge of the gencral court, or the ghief justice
of the distriét court, or the two asseciate justices of the county court of the cou where the said
.debtor may be arrested or imprisoned, on application made to them, shall and may discharge such
. debtor on motion; and if the said debtors, or any of them, shall be arrested or imprisoned on any
process for the recovery of any debt, damages or costs, contrifled, owing or growing due, before
the.passage of this aél, the court before wihom such process shall be returned shall and may dis~
‘chatge such debtor or debtors out of custedy on his common appearance being entered, without any
ecial bail ; provided, that the discharge of such debtor or debtors shall not acquit any ether per-
xn, from such debt, damages or costs, or any part thereof, but that all such persons shall be answer-
- able for the same in such manner as they were before the passing of this aél.

 XIV. Axp B8 IT E.N_-Ait'rxn; That each insolvent debtor shall pay to the register of the court of
chancery the sum of five dollars, to be paid to ;he chancellor, -

: XV. Aub 33 I'r ENACTED_,' That all pmcee\di-ngs,in chéncery undei this act shall be recorded by

‘the register, who shall be entitled to the same fees as are fixed by law for services in other cases, g,

which shall be paid at the time ef obtaining the discharge.

.XVI. AND BE IT ENACTED, That inall appointments af trustees under this adl by the chancel-

" lor, in -the room of any person before appointed, the chancelior shall consult the creditors, and

govern himself by tlte choice of a majority of them in value, unless upon notice being given by pub-

'lic advertisement, or in such-manner as he shall think reasenable, the said creditors shall negle&t (o
 make such choice.- ;L S ' |

-« XVIl. Axp BE T ENACTED, That if any creditor, on the application of anv such debtor to the
chancellor, or within the#ee months thereafter, shall allege, in-writing, to the chancellor, that such
debtor is an objeét of the bankrupt law of the United States; ard is liable to be made a bankrupt un-

* der said.law, the said chancellor may thereupon, at the eleftion of the creditor making sach allega-

‘tion, either examine the said debtor on oath or afirmation, on igterrogatories, touching the said

" allegations, and may compel the said debtor to produce his-books of accounts, or direét an issue or
issues in a summary way, without the form of an aftion, to determine the truth of the same; and
#f mpon the answer of the said. interrogatories, and produclion of said boeks of accounts on the trial
of the said issue eor issues, any such debtor shall be found to be an objett of the bankrupt law of the

United States, and as sach-liable ‘to- be proceeded against, and to be.made a-bankrupt, he shall be
precluded from any benefit-of this-adt. : A .

. XVIIL. ANp BE rr ENAGTED; That John Lane, of the city of Baltimore, shall be entitled to re-
ceive.the fall relief and benefit by the a&t granted to the petitioners hezein before mentioned, on his
cemplying with all the rules. and conditiens- of such petitioners required,-except that the said Joha

Liane shall not be required to preduce to the chancellor any evidence of his having resided for the
two preceding years withia the state of Maryland prior to the passage of this aét.

XIXA"B”E“' wac‘rnv, J' Thatnm' of'tﬁc,said debteors who do not make application as
iﬁpﬁ:’sﬁi& ON-QF 'lgeforg— the first day of _}nne next, shall have any benefic of this acl.
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