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their debts, as well before the commiffioners as upoun 2 trial at law, in cafe the due iffuing forth of
 the faid commiflion fhall be contefted, and alfo for proving the party a bankrupt, and to proceed on
fuch commiffion, in the manner herein prefcribed.  And if fuch debt fhall not be-really due,_or after
" fuch commiflion taken out it canpot be proved that the party was a bankrupt, then the faid judge
fhall, upen the petition of the party aggrieved, in cafe there be occafion, deliver iuch bond to the
faid party, who may fue thereon, and recover fuch damages, under the penalty of the fame, as, upon
trial at law, he fhall make appear he has fuftained, by reafon of any breach of the condition thereof.

. ‘Sec. 3.' And be it further enalled, That before the commi{ﬁongrs {haﬂ.be capable of a'&_ir}g, they.
fhall refpeQively take and fubfcribe the following oath or affirmation, which fhall be adml'mucred by
“the judge iffuing the commiffion, or by any of the judges of the {upreme court of the United States,
or any judge, juftice, or chancellor of any ftate cou‘rt,"a_ndﬁled'm the office of the clerk of the
diftri& court: « I, A.B. do {wear, or affirm, that 1 will faithfuily, 1mparually,‘ and honeﬂ_iy, accord-
ing to the beft of my fkill and knowledge, execute the feveral powers and truils repofed in me, as 2
commiffioner in a commiffion of bankruptcy againtt , and that without favour or afeclicn,
prejudice or malice.” And the commiflioners, who {ha}-ll be {fworn as afo.refaid, fhail procefed, as fc?on
as may be, to execute the fame; and upon due examination, and fufficient caule appearing againit
the ‘party charged, fhall and may declare him or her to be a bankrupt: Provided, that before fuch
examination be had, reafonable notice thereof, in writing, fhall be delivered to the perfon charged
as a.bankrupt; or if he or {he be not found at his or her ufual place of abode, to fqmc perton of the
family above the age of twelve years, or if no {uch perfon appear, fhall be ﬁxed at the front or other
public door of the houfe, in which he or fhe ufually refides, and thereupon it .fhall be in the power of
fuch perfon,. fo charged as aforefaid, to demand before, or at the time appointed for {uch examina-
tion, that a jury be impannelled to inquire into the falt or falts, alleged as the cgufes for ifiuing the
commiffion, and on fuch demand being made, the inquiry fhall be had before the judge granting the
commiffion, at fuch time as he may direét, and in that cafe, fuch perfon fhall not be declared bank-
rupt, unlefls, by the verdi& of the jury, he or the fhall be foqnd to be within the d_efcrxpuon of this
a®, and fhall be conviéted of fome one of the adls defcribed in the firft feCtion of this alta
Provided alfo, that any commiffion which fhall be taken out as aforefaid, and WWhlf;h Qaall not be pro-
ceeded in as aforefaid, within thirty days thereafter, may be fuperfeded by the {aid judge, who fhall
have granted the fame, upon the application of the party thefeby charged as a"oankrupt', or of any
creditor of fuch perfon, unlefs the delay fhall have been unavoidable, or upon a juft occafion.

Sec. 4. And be it further enalted, That the commiffioners fo to be appointed, fhall have power,
forthwith, after théy have declared fuch perfon a bankrupt, to caufle to be apprehended, by warrant
under their hands and feals, the body of fuch bankrupt, wherefoever to be found, within the United
‘States : Provided, they fhall think, that there is reafon to app_reheqd that the faid bankrupt intends
to -abfcond or conceal him or herlelf, and in cafe it be neceﬁary,‘ in order to take the body of the
faid bankrupt, fhall have power to caufe the doors of the dwelling-houfe of {uch bankrupt, to be
broken, or the doors of any other houfe.in which he or fthe fhall be found,

Sec. 5. Andbe it further enalled, That it fhall be the duty of the commiffioners fo to be appointed,
forthwith, after they have declared fuch perfon a bankrupt, and they fhall have power, to take into
their poffeffion, all the eftate, real and perfonal, c?f every nature and fiefcript\_pn to which the {aid
bankrupt may be entitled, either in law or equity, in any manner whatfoever, &d caufe the fame to
be inventoried and appraifed to the beft value, (his or her neceflary wearing apparel, and the necef-
fary wearing apparel of the wife and-children, and neceffury beds and bedding of fuch bankrupt only
excepted) and alio o_,ta‘ke into their pofleflion, and f{ecure, all deeds ::md books of account, papers
and writings belonging to fuch bankrupt ; and fhall cau{e the fame to be {afely kept, until afignecs

fhall be chofen or appointed, in manner hereafter provided. :

-Sec. 6.” And be it further enafted, That the faid commiffioners hall forthwith, after they have de-
clared fuch perfon a bankrupt, caufe due and fufficient public not"xc.e thereof to pe_gwen, and in {uch
notice fhall appoint fome convenient time and place for the creditors to meet, in order to choofe an
affignee or affignees of the faid bankrupt’s eftate and effects ;—at which meeting the {aid commifiion-
ers fhall admit the creditors of {uch bankrupt, to prove their debts ;—and where ary creditor fhiail
rofide at a diftance from the place of fuch meeting, fhall allow the debt of fuch creditor to be proved
by oath or affirmation; made before fome competent authority, and duly certified, and fhall permit

-any perfon duly authorifed by I8ttér-of attorney from Juch creditor, due proof of the execution of
fuch letter of attorney being firft made, to vaig j hoice of an affignee or affignees of {uch bank-
Tupt’s eftate -and effelts, In the place and\&ead of [uch creditor : And the {aid commiflicners {?;all
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