Who may be a
bankrupt, &c.

pTOCcediugS to
obtain a com-
mifionof bank-

rupiey.
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By Tt S E N A T'E, DErcEMBER .flb't'h‘,' 1800,

ESOLVED, That Frederick Green, printer to the ftate, be directed to pi‘iﬁt; with the laws of

this {eflion, the aél of congrefs, entitled, An act to eftablith an uniform fyftem of bankruptcy
throughout the United States. '

By order, ~ W.S. 6REEN, clk.

By the Houle of Delegates, December 10, 1800: Read the firft and fecond time by efpecial}k
order and affented to. - o _ |
) ‘By order, ' » W, HARWOOD, clk.
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An ACT to eftablith an uniform fyftem of bankrup_tcyj» throughoﬁt .
the United States. | -

Sev. 1.YDE it enasted by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives of the United States of America, in
Congrefs affembled, That from and after the firft day of June next, if any merchant, or .

other perfon, refiding within the United States, allually ufing the trade of merchandife, by buying .
and felling in grofs, or by retail, or dealing in exchange, or as a banker, broker, fadtor, underwriter,
.or marine infurer, thall, with intent unlawfully to delay or.defraud shjs or her creditors, depart from
4ghe ftate in which fuch perfon ufually refides, or remain abfent therefrom, or.conceal him or herfelf
therein, or keep his or her houfe, fo that he or fhe cannot be taken, or ferved with procefs, or wil-
lingly or fraudulently procure him or herfelf to be arrefted, or his or her lands, goods, moniey or chat-
tels to be attached, fequeftered, or taken in execution, or fhall fecretly convey his orfier goods out
of his or her houfe, or conceal them to prevent their being taken in execution, or mike,-or caufe to
be made, any fraudulent conveyance of his or her lands, or chattels, or make or admit any falfe or
fraudulent fecurity, or evidence of debt, or being .arrefted for debt, or having furrendered him or
herfelf in difcharge of bail, fhall remain in prifon two months, or more, or efcape therefrom, or
whofe lands or effels being agtached by procefs iffuing out of, ar returnable to, any court of com-
mon law, fhall not, within two months after written notice thereof, enter fpecial bail and diflolve
the {fame, or in diftri€ts in which attachments -are not diffolved by the entry of fpecial bail, being
arrefted for debt after his or her lands and effeéls, or any part thereof, have been attached for a debt
or debts amounting to one thoufand dollars or upwards, fhall not, upon notice -of fuch attachment,
give fufficient fecurity for the payment of what may be recovered in: the fuit in which he, or ihe,
fhall be arrefted, at or before the return day of the {ame,.to Be approved by the judge of the diftriét,
or fome judge of the court out of which the procefs Hfued, upon which he is arrefted; or to which
the fame fhall be retyrnable, every fuch perfon fhall be deemed and adjudged a bankrupt : Provided, .
that no perfon fhal¥be liable fo a commiffion.of bankruptcy, if the petition be not preferred, in

manner herein after direfted, within fix months after the aét of bankruptcy committed. - =

Sec. 2. And be it further enafted, That the judge of the diftri& court of the United States, for
the diftri€t where the debtor refides, or ufually refided at the time of committing the act of bank-
ruptcy, upon petition, in writing, againft fuch perfon or perfons being bankrupt, to him to- be ex-
hibited by any one creditor, or by a greater number, being partners, whofe fingle debt fhall amount
to one thoufand dollars, ar by two creditors, whofe debts fhall amount to one thoufand five hundred
dollars, or by, more than two creditors, whofe debts fhall amount to two thoufand dollars, fhall have
power, by commiffion under his hand and feal, to appoint fuch good and fubftantial perfons, being
citizens of the United States, and refident in {uch diftrit, as {fuch judge fhall deem proper, inot ex-
ceeding three, to be commiffioners of the {aid bankrupt, and in cafe of vacancy.or refufal tgaét, to
appoint others from time to time as occafion may require: Provided always, that before any com-
mifiion fhall iffue, the creditor or creditors petitioning fhall make affidavit or folemn affirmation
before the faid judge, of the truth of his, her, or their debts, and give bond, to be taken by the faid
judge, in the name, and for the benefit of the faid party fo charged as a bankrupt, and in fuch
penalty, and with fuch furety as he fhall require, to be conditionedgfor the proving of his, her or
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