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1799 L A W:S .or MARYLAND.

e u AP. flolen, to the great injury of the owners or infurcrs, and it would be highly expedient to appoint 2
LXXXH.  wreck-mafter in faid county; thercfore, : ' L

A weeckomaf.  II. BE IT ENACTED, by the General Affembly of Maryland, That it fhal be l:‘?\vi‘ul for.the governor,
terto be ap- by and with the advice and confent of the council, and he 1s hercby required, to nominate and ap-
peinted, & % noint one difcreet and fenfible perfon, reliding on or ncar the bay or fea fhores of Worcefter county,
: %o att in the office of a’'wreck-mafter, whofe bufinefs and duty it thall be, on the earlieft intelligence,
or on application to him made by or on behalf of any owner-or commander of a fhip or other vellel
Being in danger of being ﬁrandcdl or being ﬁranded, to comxpand}any conftable or conftables, to be
appointed by him for that purpole,’ neareit tlle coaft where {uch fhip or veflcl fhall be in danger, to
{fummon as many men as thall be t_h_ought necefiary to the a_ﬂl{tancc of fuch thip or veflel; and it there
thall be any‘fhi’p or veilel belgngmg to any citizen of t!ns ﬁa}e, riding ncur the place, the wreck-
mafter fhall have power to dewinnd of the commanding ofticer of fuch dhip or veflel affitance by their
boats, -and fuch hands as they can ?onvenieutly fpare; aud if any comnmunding othicer {hall negle& to
give fuch afliftance, he fhall forfeit one hundl:ed pounds, to be r.jecoverc_d by the officer or owner cf
the fhip in diftrefs, with cofts, in any court of record within this ftate; and the wreck-mafter, and
the commanding officer of any (hip or veflel, and all others who fhall affitt in preferving any fhip or
other veflel in diftrefs, or their cargoes, {hall, within forty days, be paid a reafonable reward by the
commander or owner of the fhip or other vellel in diltrefs, or by the merchant whofe veflel or goods
thall-be-faved, and in default thereof the veflel or goo.s {hall remain in the cultody of the wreck-
mafter until all charges be paid, or fecurity given for that p.urpofe, to the {atistalion of the puarties;
and in cafe the parties fhall dilagree, touching the monies deferved by the perfons employed, it fhall
be lawtul for the commander of fuch veflel faved, or the owncr, {upercargo or faCtor, of the goods
of merchandife faved, to call on either of the affociate juftices of the faid county, giving the pirtics
interefted at leaft five days notice of the time and piace, for determining the quintum of falvage or
compenfation to be paid, who is hereby yauthoriicd‘ to determine the fame in a fummary way, an
whole judgment and determination fhall be cqncluhvc;‘and if the amount of fuch falvage {o to be
adjudged be not paid within thirty days t.hcreagter, the wreck-mafter is hereby authorifed to fell any
of the goods, wares, merchandife, or articles 1avcd_, to the amount of the judgment, fo determined
by the affociate juttice, from ygbofe judgment or decifion an appeal fhall lie to the chief juftice of the
diftri@, by any perfon or penk yns ‘'who thall or may confider him or themfelves aggrieved by fuch de-
termination of the affociate juitice, whofe duty it fhall be to determine the fame within thirty days
after fuch appeal, and if no appeal fhall be made within ten days after fuch determination and deci-
fion of the affociate juftice aforelaid, fuch determination and decifion fhall be final and conclufive;
and if no perfon fhall claim the goods faved, the wreck-mafter fhall take poffeflion thereof, and catfe
a true defcription of the marks, numbers and kinds of fuch good§, to be advertifed four weeks in the
F.afton, Baltimore and Phifedelphia news-papers ; and if no perfon fhall claim the fame within three
months, public fale fhall be made thereof by the {aid wreck-mafter, (but if perifhable, the goods
fhall be forthwith fold,) and after charges deducted, the refidue of the money, with an account of
the whole, fhall be tranimitted to the trealurcr, who fhall keep gn account of the fame for the bene-
it of the owners or infurers, who, upon proof of his, heror their propersy, to thé fatisfaction of
the auditor, fhall, upon his warrant, receive the fame; if any perfon, befides thofe empowered by
the wreck-mafter, fhall enter cr endeavour to enter on board any veflel in diftrefs, without the leave
of the commanding officer, or in cafe any perfon thall moleft him or them in faving the veffel or goods,
or fhall endeavour to hinder the faving fuch veflel or goods, or fhall deface the marks of any {uch
goods before they be taken dowa it a book by the wreck-maiter, every perfon fhall forfeit and pay
the fum of fifty pounds, to be recovered, with cofts, by aclion of debt in any court of record within
this’ ftate, and applied to the ufe of the owners of the veflel or goods, as the cafe may be, and.in
cafe of failare to pay fuch forfeiture immediately, or giving fecurity to pay the fame within one
month, he, fhe or they, fhall receive not exceeding thirty-nine laflies on his, her or their bare back,
by order of fuch coutt; it fhail be lawful for any commanding oficer of a veflel in diftrefs, or the
wreckmatter, to repel by force any perfons who fhall, without confent as aforefaid, prefs on board
any veflel in-diftrels, and thereby moleft them in preferving the veflel or goods ; ‘and in cafe any
goods {hall be found upon uny perfon that were {tolen or carried off {from any veflel in diftrefs, the
j)‘ér('nn on whom fuch goods be found fhall, upon dgmand, dcliver the {fame to the owner or wreck-
D afier, or to fuch other perfon as fhall be authorifed by the wreck-mafter or owner to receive fuch
 goods, or fhall be lable to pay four tlipes the value, to be,ggggpovered, with cofts, in any court of
record; if any perfon fhall make, or be“$ fting in making, a ‘hole in any veflel in diftrefs, or fteal
. sny pump, materials or goods, ot {hall be aiding in ftealing fuch pump, ‘materials or goods, from any
vefiel, or fhall wilfully do any thing rending to the immediate lofs of {wgh veflel, fuch perfon fhall be
guilty of fclony, and fuffer death without Yrencfit of clerpy. o
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