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-4, It fhall be lawful for any private perfon, in whofq‘p‘oﬁ'elﬁon o'rlcuﬁody a will or t‘:qdicﬂ fhall

be, after the death of the tettator of teftatrix, to open and read the fame in th
neer relatives of the deceafed; who may conveniently have notice thereof, and of other-pet‘fdi\p,
and immediately thereafter to deliver the faid will or codicil to the regifter of wills, or the re-
giter or clerk of any office in the county authorifed to record wills, whofe duty it fhall be to
keep the fame fufe, until proceedings mav be had for proving the fame in the faid office, or until
it be demanded by an executor, or other perfon authorifed to demand it, for the purpofe of
having it proved aceording to law. ‘ .- :

. 3. i any private perfon, in whofe poffeflion or cuftody a will or codicil fhall be, after the
death of the teftator or tefbatrix, {lrall wilfully negle@ to deliver the fanie to the regifter of wills,
ar the regifter or-clérk of an office ‘proper for recording wills in the county where the {ajd per-
fon refides, or where 1t is proper to prove the fame, or to fome exccutor named in the will, for
the {pace of three catendar months after the death of the teftator or teftatrix {hall be known to
the {faid perfon, he or the, thys offending, thall be fubje®, on convidtion in a court of law, to
fuch fine as the court fhall in their difcretion think proper. IR

- 4. An attetted copy, under the {eal of office, of any will, teffament or codicil, recorded i
office authorifed to record the fame, fhall be admitted as evidence : "
provided that the execution of the original will or codicil be fubje&
“hath been had according to this a&t. : | :
- 5. Any will, or codici, containing any difpofition relative to goods,
may be proved in the cotinty -where moft of the witnefles refide; or
teftamentary or of admihiftration may be granted. s o
~ 6. K any will or codicil, making any®difpofition relative to goods, chattels, of perfonal pro-
perty or rights, ‘ox‘-@srppointini ah executor, be' exhibited for proof'to thie regifter o “wills Tn the
cornty whereth the will may be proved, in the recefs of ‘the court, and any of the Nekt reluations
 of the deceafed thall attend,” and make no objeftiors, ‘of enter o caveat, orif it fhalt appear that
rexfonsble notice %ath been given to fuch of the next relations, as might coﬁ\}en""e'htlfy"bé there-
-with ferved, of the time of exhibiting the faid wilt or codicil, and no perfon fhall Lﬁjeéﬂ or enter
acaveat, the regifter fhall thereupon proceed to take the probat, and to grant letters teftimentary
fecordingly, v : D o ‘ o R

7. If fny fuch will or codicil, refpeting perfomai Property, or appointing an executqr, be ex.

hibited for probat to the orphans court of the county where the fame may be proved, and any of
the next relations of the deceafed fhall attend, or if notice fhall appesr to have been given as
tlorefaid, and no caveat thall have been made againft the fuid witl or codicil, the faid court may
frthwith proceed to take the probat of fuch will or codicil, - S e -

‘8. If any fuch will of codicil, refpefting perfonat property,

e prefehce of any

ryany

chattels or perfonal éﬁqte,
or in' the county in which letters

OT appointing an executor, be ex-

kbited to the orphans court, and mone of the near relations of the deceafed thall attend, and no"

nottee fhatl appear to have been given, the fzid court mayeither direét fummons to the fajd near
relations, or' fome one ‘or more of them, to appear, on fome fixed day, to fhew caufe wherefore
the will or codici! fhould not be proved, or dire¢t fuch notice to be given in the public papers, or
stherwife, as they may think proper; and if no objeétion thall be made, or caveat entered on or
bYefore the day fixed, the faid court, or the regifter of wills in their recels, may proceed to take
the probat of fuch will or codicil ; but if objettion fliall be made, on or before the day appointed,
the-faid court-fhali have cognizance of the affairy and fliall determine according to the tefimony
produced on both fides. S o T T :

9. If any perfon whatever thall‘enter a caveat agaiﬁf’c any fuch will or codicil réfpé&iﬁg per-

fmal property, or appointing-an executor, either before or after it fhall be exhibited’ to the
rgifter of wills or arphans court, the faid caveat thal be decided by the faid court. - .
“10. In cafe any perfon thaH enter 1 caveat againft any will or codicil, refpe&ing perfonal pro-

petty,” or appointing an executory of which probat thall have been taken by the regifter 45 afore-

lid, no letters teftamentary fhatt be granted, until a determination fhall’be had 1n the orphans

cdurt. , , : ,_
1. In cafe the adjudication of any orphans court, to whom any fuch will of codicily réfpédting

id will or codicil, it thall not be received for probat in any other county ; provided neverthelef;
that etther party conceiving him or herfelf aggrieved by the decifion of the faid coprt, relative
to'the. probat, may; within theee days after fuch decifion, enter an appeal to the'cou_rtfof chan-
tery, or the general court of the thore whereon fuch orphans court is held; and the faid' appeal
Bl fay firther roceedings’ of the orphans court, fpr_ovidecl an attefted copy of the Whoi'c pro-
tietings, uider tge feat of ‘the office; be filed i the faid chancery[coyrt;,‘ or general court, within
ixty days-theteafter; and<the decree of the éhahéel‘}{‘murt, or general ‘court, td'be giﬂén:un ‘the

the fald decred; 4n atcefted c*or?éN rhereof ﬂ"fanjgbé'tfdnfmitted;;imdé_r‘fe:il, to the orphars dourt.
“ra. If n6 objetibns Mall' b " made to the probat of a will or codicil, refpe@tin petlonal pros-
lerty, or appeirtting an éxctutor, or no caveat 'fhalt be filed againft the fame before probat, it
‘f 8l ot be neceffary to cxamine ‘&t the witneéfles, unlefs the‘y thill &6§untarxly attend, but the
probat mayvibe made on Fach proef us fhall be fufficient to. Fvé efficacy to a will of odicil for
fPlﬂing"'pe'ri'oh‘a‘lfti'op'erty; Pprovided that’ev'ery'_erecdtot, or other perfon, ’thibiting ' Wi, thalt
b examined, on oath, or affirmation, as the ‘cafe may be; ‘whether ot Hot hé or the knqws ‘of
oy dthef will ok ¢odiel, #tid i what mannér the will or cadicjl exhibited came to hjs or'Her

andg, i : - ‘ , : S
13. If-the wrobat of any ‘wil or codicil bé “takeh' ‘as aforefaid, ' without conteft, dhy perfon,
before Jetters t:{lﬁnentﬁfy‘,l-'éﬂff adminiftrdtion witly a copy of the WAL, thall be a@lually granted,

ty file ¥ petitton to the contt; 'Praying that the ¢afe be agaif éxamined 4nd heard, and there-
won the orphans- eourt fhall delay the granting of letters, until a'decifion thall be had on thd
fﬁid petitrons dnd--in cafe letters fliall Have Beeh' ranted, and an ,pfei‘fo‘n fhall file fuck etitiony

nd the- court, of " hearing “Both fides;- that is'to: ay,’ the petitiy; r and the grantee of fuch let:

ot fralf decide againft the'probats’ theclenters 4hrofuid hall 8, réYoked;’ and'the power pf the
r ’ ; undet theigml letterz Thalt Ceafe; and-the Tatd: Wi‘l’l ngﬂf"hof‘.ﬁ’o"‘béﬁ‘\*ed‘ n aﬁjfédthqt‘» |

cqunty,

Wy

perfonal propcrty,-oi-'appointing an executor, .thall be exhibited for probat, fha‘llﬂé'aguinﬁ‘the»

tranfeript only: “fhall be-final and conclufive s and the orphans’court thall proceed according to

S e



