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ESTAMENTARY SYSTEM

, . Is COUNCIL, February 14, 1797

ORDE RED, That the Tej/?amerz}‘ary Syflem _r?epar;cd by the Chancellor, in

N_J purfuance of the requeft of the Legiflature, be printed, for confideration, with

tbc/; m?‘.f of affembly of the laft feffion, agreeably to a report of @ comsmittee bn thut

‘/4‘1 jc’é . ‘ ‘ :‘

gt

‘By order, N. PIIVKNEZ", Clk. Ca;;n;'i/.

A Bill, entitled, An a& for amending, and reducing into fyftem,
the laws and regulations concerning laft wills and teftaments,
the duties of executors, adminiftrators and guardians, and the
rights of orphans and other reprefentatives of decealed per-

fons. - | -
¥ ¥ HEREAS -the laws and regulations relative to the eftates of deceafed
R/ perfons, comprehending a great variety of fubjetts, and interefting to

, citizens of every defcription, not only are become complicated and
difficult to be underftood, but ate found by experience to be greatly inadequate to
the purpofes for which they were framed; |

1L e it enated, &y she Ceoneral Affombly of Maryfand, That every provifion,
rule or regulation, contained in any act of affembly héretofore pafled, or in any
'Eﬁg“\iﬁi‘ﬂa'tute-introdutsd',‘ ufed or practifed under, in this ftate, which is incon-
Gftent with, or repugnant to, any thing contained in this a&, be and it is hereby
repealed and rendered utterly void and of no effect. |

I gnp be it enadten, “Tha_‘tl the following rules, orders and .regulatioh’é,‘ thald

he taken, held and confidered, in all courts, tribunals and offices, and by all
Judges, jﬂﬂi'tﬁ;iggg officers in this ftate, to be the law of the land. Y
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How wills jbél! be made, and, their effeit.

¥, L1 lands, tenements, hereditaments, goods, chattels, berfohalfeﬁate;-prba
‘ perty, rights and intereft, which might pafs by deed, or which would,
in cafe of the proprietor’s dying. inteftate, defcend to, or devolve on, his or het
heirs or other reprefentatives, except eftates tail, fhall be fubje&t to be difpofed of;
transferred and paffed, by his or her laft will, teftament or codicil, under the
following teftrictions.. S

2. No will, teftament of codicil, thall be effetual to create any intereft of
perpetuity, ot make any limitation, or appoint any ufes, not now permitted by

* the conftitution or laws of the ftate. .

3. No will, teftament of ;_&:cdidl‘,’ﬂxal‘f b’ valld and effectual to ahy purpoft
whatevet, unlefs the fame be m the language ‘of this ftate, or in Latin or: Freri¢ch,

*or in the native language of the party making the fame} provided, that any
figures or charalters generally ufed to exprefs fumbers, if found in'any will or
oicit, fhall ftand in the plice of the words they fhall appear t6 be intended to

3:,, "No will, teltatnent ot codicil, fhall be gbod and effeChial for ahy purpofe
‘;Whatfe#c?; uhlefsfi;héf';‘ierfon ‘making the fame be, ‘at the timme of ‘executing or
!“acknowledging it as hereafter directed,” of found ahd difpofing tind, "and capable
“of executing a valid’ deed of contra®.  No will, ‘teftarnent or codicil,” {hall be
+ good and effe@nal to pafs any intereft or eftate in dhy land, tenement, ot ihcors

‘Poreal hereditament, unlefs ‘the perfon_making the fame, if a male, be of the
| ?gﬂ “iif'gé of 4tyi}éﬁ‘ty-50ne yeafs, an if a _Qfgmaie, of the fu_l‘l“agc of eightefm years.

| 5“’?N’o "\lfiriﬂ’v,‘”f“'*té;ﬁaméﬁt"dr codicll, ﬁiall: bie good and effeual for any purpofe
whatever, unlefs the perfon making the fame, If a tnale, be of the full age of

cighteen years, and :€'a female, of the full age of fixteen years. 5 -
' - | . No



