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The great rule of conduct for us, in.regard to foreign nations, 1s in-extending
our ccemmercial relations, to. have with them ap little politial_ connexion as

poffible, - So far as we have already fosmed: engagements, let them be. fulfilled:
with perfect goad f&it}_};mﬁare.lmK.usﬁop. T A

Europe has a fet of primary interefts, which to us have none, or a very re-
mote.relation.  Henge. the:muft be engaged in: frequent controverfies,  the: caufes
of which are. effentially foreign to our concerns. Hence, therefore, . it muft be
unwife in us to implicate ourlelves, by artificial ties; in the ordinary vicilfitudes,
of her politics, or the ordinary. combinations and collifions of her friendfhips, or
enmities. ~ ‘ .

Our detached:and diftant fitpation invites and ¢nables us. to purfue a different
cousfe. If we remain one people, under an efficient. government, the period is
not far offy’ when we may defy material injury from external annoyance ; when.
we, may, - take. fuch an attidade as wil] caufe the nevtrality, we may at any time,
refolve upon, to ‘be fcrupuloufly refpected ; when belligerent nations, under the
impoffibility of making acquifitions upon us, will not lightly hazard the giving
us provocition ; when we may. choofé. pedce or warj, as. our intereft, guided. by
juftice, fhall counfel. S L | |

 Why.forego the: advantages, of fo peculiat a fituation.? - Why. quit.6ur own to
ftand upon foreign ground ! Why, by interweaving our deftiny with that of any.
part of Europe, entangle our peace and profperity in the toils of European am-
bition, rivalfhip, intereft, humour or eaprice ? o0 EITR SR

" Tis our trug policy to fteer clear of permanent alliances, with any. portion of
the foreign world ; o far, I.mean, as we are now. at hiberty to do.it; for let me
not be underftood as capable of patronifing infidelity to exifting engagements. I
hold -the maxim no lefs applicable to public than to; private affairs, that honefty
is always the beft policy. I repeat it, therefore,, let thefe engagements, be ob-
ferved in their genuine 'E}e,nfe.' But in my opinion, it 18 unpeceflary. and. would
be unwife to extend them. I e

 Taking care always to kecp ourfelics,. by fuitsble ‘eftablifhments; on- 2 re-
fpectable defenfive pofture, we may (afely truft t9 femporary alliances for extraor=
dinary emergencies. . = S TS P E AR PGS S |

~ Harmony, libetal intercourfe with, all ‘natiens, are tecommended_ by policy,
humanity, and intereft. " But even our commercial policy {hould; hold ap_equal -
and impartial hand ; neither feeking nor g‘ran-tiqg-excluﬁve favours or preferences ;
confulting the natural. courfe: of things;- diffufing end divesfifying by gentle
means the {treams of commerce, but forcing nothing ;. cftablithjng, with powers
fo difpofed, in order to give: trade 2 flabls courfe, to define the righ ts of ‘aus
merchants; and: to enable the government to fypport: them ; conuentional ruleg
of intercourfe, the beft that. prefent circumftances and mutyal apinjgn’ will pers -
mit, but temporary, and: liable ta be fronx time to: time abandoned or vatied, as -
expgiience and ‘eircumftances: thall dickate ;, cop (tantly kegping in view,. that ’tig
folly in one -mation : to ook for.difinterefted favours from anothier s th%ﬁltﬂwf%
pay with a portion of its independence for whatever it may accept under that
chara@er ; that by fuch acceptance, it.may place itfelf in the condition of having
given equivalents for nominal favours, and . yet of :being, reproached with. ingras
tigude for oot giving more, There. can: be. no greater rrof than. to expedt, of
calculate upon: real favours.from nation. tor pation.  1Tig- ap Allufigp-iwhich, ex+
. petiense mufl cyre, whick a jufk pride ought to difeagds )

In ofiering Jo you, my. countrymen,;thefe counfels.of ap old and affectionate
friend, T dare not hope they will make the ftrong and lafting impreffion 1 could
willy; - ghidt. they twill “coptrol the ufual current of the paffions, or prevent out -
nation from ruaning the courfe which has -hitlierto marked the deftiny of na-
tions : But if T may even flatter ‘myfelf, that they, niay be produdtive of fome
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