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the univerful fatisfaction at that event, throughout the United States, a decifive
proof how unfounded were the fufpicions propagated among them of a policy in
the general government and in the Atlantic ftates unfriendly to their interefts
in regard to the MississIPPI; they have been witnefles to the formation of two
weaties, that with. Great-Britain and that with Spain, which fecure to them
every thing they could defire, in refpect to our foreign relations, towards con-
firming their profperity. ~Will it not be their wifdom to rely for the prefervation
of thele advantages on the Unrton by which they were procured ¢ Will they not
henceforth be deaf to thofe advifers, if fuch there are; who would fever them
from their brethren and connet them with aliens? | .

-

To the efficacy and permanency of your union, 2 government for the whole
is indifpenfable—No alliances, ‘however ftrict, between the parts can be an
adequate fubftitute; they muft inevitably experience the infractions and interrup-
tions which all alliances in all times have experienced.  Senfible of this mo-
mentous truth, you have improved upon your firft eflay, by the adoption of a-
conftitation of government better ‘calculated than your former for an intimate
~ union, and for the eflicacious management of your common concerns. This
government, the offspring of our own choice, uninfluenced and unawed, adopted
upon full inveftigation and mature deliberation, completely free in its principles,
in the diftribution: of its powers, uniting fecurity with energy, 'and containing
within itfelf a provifion for its own amendment, has a juft claim to your confi-
dence and your fupport. Refpect for its authority, compliance with its laws,
acquiefcence in its meafures, are duties enjoined by the fundamental maxims of
true liberty. The bafis of our political fyftems is the right of the people to
‘make and to alter their conftitutions of government—But, the conflitution which
' at any time exifts, till changed by an explicit and authentic at of the whole .
people, is facredly obligatory upon all. The very idea of the Fower:and the
right of the people to eftablith government prefuppofes the duty of every indivi-
dual to obey the eftablifhed government. R B

All obftructions to the execution of the laws, all combinations and affocia-
‘tions, under whatever plaufible character, with the real defign to dire&, control,
countera&, or awe the regular deliberation and action of the conftituted authori-
ties, are deftructive of this fundamental principle, and of fatal tendency. “They
ferve to organize faction; to give it an artificial and extraordinary force—to put
in the place of the delegatéed will of the nation, the will of a party, often a

fmall but artful and enterprifing minority of the community ; and, according to

the alternate triumphs of different parties; to make the public adminiftration the
‘mirror of the ill concerted and incongruous projeés of faction, rather than the

organ of confiftent and wholefome plans digefted by common councils; and
modified by mutual interefts. S I : e
* Howevet combinations or affociations of the above defcription may.now and -
then anfwer popular ends; they are likely in the courfe of time and things, to
become , potent engines, by which cunning, ambitious and unprincipled men will
be enabled to fubvert the power of the people; and to ufuirp for themfelves the
~ reigns of goverpmient; deftroying afterwards the very engines Wﬁich‘.‘ha?cqliftéd
‘them to unjuft dominions - A S

Towards the prefervationt of your govemméhf,'an& the permanency of your
- prefent happy flate, it is requifite, not only that you fteadily difcountenance i~
regular oppofitions to its acknowledged authority, but alfo that you refift with
care the fpirit of innovation upon its principles however {pecious the pretexts.—
One method of affault may be to effe in the forms of the conftitution altera-
_tions which will impair the ehetgy of the fyftem, and thus to undetmine what
cannot. be dire@ly overthrown. In all the ‘changes to which you may be in-
vited, remember that time and habit are at leaft as neccffary to fix the true cha«
‘radter of governments, as of other Humin inftitutions—=that experience is the
fureft ftandard, by which to teft the real tendency of the exifting conftitution of

a country—that facility in changes upon the credit of mere hypothefis and opi-
| ‘-Dd nion,



