S . ADDRE.SS.
| T the PEOPLE of the UNITED STATES.
~ Fmiewps and Forrow-Crrizens, e

&

~FYHE | pesiod for a new eleclion of a citizen, o adminifter the executive go-
sernment of the United Staies, being not far diftant, and the tune adlually
arrived, when yobr theughts muft be employed in defignating the perfon, who
is to be cloathed with that important trufl, "it appears to me proper, efpecially as
it may conduce to 2 wore diftindt exprellion of the public voice, that.I fhould
now " apprife you of the refolytion I have fopmed, to decling being confidered
among’ the number of ‘thefc, out of whom a choice is to be made. |

-1 beg yon, at the fame time, to.do me the juftice to be affured, that this re-
folution has not been taken, withost 2 ftri¢t regard to all the confiderations
" appertaining to the “relation, which binds a dutiful citizen to bis country; and
that, in withdrawing the tender of fervice which: filence in my fituation. might
“imply, 1am influenced by no diminytian- of zeal for your future interet ; no
“deficiency of gratefal refpet for your paft kindnels; but am {upported by a full
 “convition that the flep is compatible withboth, 0 T

' The aceeptance of, and continuance hitherto in, the office’ to which your
~fuffrages have twice called me, have begn a uniform facrifice of inclination to
~the opinion of duty, :aad to-a deference: for what appeared to be' your defire. I
_conftantly hoped, that it weuld have been..much earlier in my power, con-

* fiftently with motives, which I was not at liberty to difregard, to return tp, that
- retirement, from which I had heen reluctantly drawn.  The firength of my in-
- clingtion to do this, previous to the laft clection, had even led to the preparation

~ of an-addrefs to declare it to you; but mature refle&tion-on the then. perplexed
and critical pofture of our affairs with foreign nations, and the unanimous advice

of perfons entitled to my confidence, impelled me to abandon the idea.

I rejoice,” that the flate of your coneerns, external as' well as interndl, no
Jonger renders the purfuit of inclination incompatible with the fentiment of duty,
-or propriety s and am perfuaded whateyer partiality may be retained for my fer-
vices, that in the prefent circumftances of our cauntry, yon will not difapprave
. sy determipation toretire. . n o 0 e 0
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. The impreffions with which. I firft undertook -the arduous truft, were ex-
* plained on the proper occafiony . In the difcharge of -this truft, I will only fay,
“that [ have with good intentions, contributed towards the organization. and ad-
~ siniftration of the government, the -beft exertions of which  a very fallible
-judgment was capable. Net unconfcions, in- the outfet, of the inferiority of
“tny qualifications, experience in my.own eyes, -perhaps ftill more in the eyes of
others, has ftrengthened the motives to diffidence of myfelf ; apd every day the
“increafing weight of years admonifhes me more and more, that .the fhade of re-
“irement is as  neceffary to me as it will be welcome.. Satisfied that if any cir- -
eumftances have given peculiar ‘value to my fervices, they. were temporary, I

“have the confolation to believe,” that” while choice’and prudence invite .me to

" quit-the.political fcene, patriofifin docs ndt forbid it. =

" In looking forward to the moment, Which is intended to terminate the career -
of my public life, my feelings do ‘net permit me to fufpend the deep acknow-
‘Jedgment of that debt of gratitude which I owe to my beloved countey, for the
‘tnany honours it has conferred upon.me; fhill more for the fledfaft confidence
with ‘which it has fupported me; - and for .the opportunitics 1 have thence
“enjoyed of manifefting my inviolable attachment, by fervices faithful and perfe-
- vering, thoygh. in ufefulnefs unequal to my zeal.” If bhenchis have refulted to
eur country from thefe fervices, let it always be remembered to your praife, and
s, an”inftru@ive example in our annals, that under circumftances ip’ which the
paffions, agitated in every direCtion, were liable to miflead, amidft appearances
fometimes dubious,—vicilfitudes of fortune often difcouraging,~—in fityations in
which not unfrequently want of fuccefs has countenanced the fpirit of criti-
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