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peace of fuch county, to fell {uch perfon or perfons to ferve for a pr:riod of tume not CHAP.
exceeding fix calendar months, and the money therefrom arifing, after payment of LXVIL
the charges arifing from fuch commitment and confinement, to pay over unto the

juftices of the levy courts of the refpective counties, for the ufe of faid counties.

XXI. dnb be it enafted, That no petition or petitions for freedom fhall here- Nopetitionto
after originate in the general court of either fhore, but (hall commence and be ;’;"_g"“““ N
tried only in the county where fuch petitioner or petitioners thall refide, under Courty &n
the direction of his, her or their mafter, miftreft ar owner; and the court of the
county in which fuch petition or petitions thall be preferred, thall have full
power and authority to iffue procefs againft {uch mafter, miftrefs or owner, for
the purpofe of compelling his or her appearance; directed to the theriff of the
county where fuch  perfon or perfons (hall refide, and fuch theriff thall ferve and
return fuch procefs, in the fame manner as if iffued by the county court of his
county, and in cafe of neglect or delay in fuch fheriff to execute and return fuch

procefs, he may be fined by the court iffuing fuch procefs.

XXII. Gno be it enafted, That in all petitions now depending, or hereafter Petitioner,
commenced, for freedom, cither the petitioner or defendant may apply to the court g,;‘ may b
for the benefit of a trial by jury, and the court fhall thereupon charge, as the court, &c.

" law direds, the attending jury, to determine each and all of the allegations con-
tained in the faid petition, which may be controverted, any law, ufage or cuftom,

to the contrary notwithftanding.

XXIIL. @nd be it enaften, That there (hall Be no appeal from the judgment There hall
of the county court upon fuch petitions, except as to matters of law, where the L;c“ appesl
facts fhall have been tried by a jury, and the mafter, miftrefs or owner, of fuch '
petitioner, or the petitioner, at the ele@tion of either, {hall have the right of ap=
peal as to matters of law only, and to take bills of exception in all cafes fo tried
to . the ‘general court of their refpeCtive {hore, any thing in this a& contained to
the contrary notwithftandings "

XXIV. Qnd be it enafied, That either the maifter, miftrefs or owner; of {uch Matter, &c.
petitioner, or the petitioner, thall have the right and privilege of challenging f;;’,’:h;};
peremptorily to the number of twelve jurors impannelled to try the facks in iffue,
and for want.of a fufficient number of jurors remaining upon the original pannel,
2 tales, at the prayer of either party, fhall be awarded by the court to try the

Gid ilue or iffues.

XXV, And be it enadted, That in all cafes of petitions for freedom hereafter The attotney
to be inftituted in any court of law in this ftate, where the petition or petitions :‘;ggn“c‘:}c‘;‘
thall be difmiffed, of ugm trial the judgment be againft fuch petitioner or péti- &c. '
tioners, the attorney profecuting or appearing to the fame fhall iiy all legal cofts
arifing thereon, anlefs the court, before whom the fame may be brought, fhall
be of opinion, under all circumftances, that there was probable ground to fep-
pofe the faid petitioner or petitioners had a right to freedom; and that in all cafes
of petitions for freedom now depending in any court of law in this ftate, except
on appeal; where a fimilar petition or petitions, at the fuit of the fame party or
~ parties, has or have been before filed and difmiffed, the court before whom fuch
petition or petitions are depending fhall order a ftay of all proceedings until the
cofts of the former petition of petitions, and all reafonable demands and expences
fuftained or incurred by the defendant or defendants therein, to be afcertained by
the court, fhall have been paid or fecured to be paid. -

XXVI. dnp be it enadten, That in cafe the faid cofts, darhages and expences, Ifnot paid,

(hall not be paid within fix months after the court (hall have ordered a ftay of hesitiuren,

proceedings, and afcertained the faid damages and expences as aforefaid, the de- &e.
fendant or defendants in fuch petition or petitions, fo-as aforefaid depending, and
his, her or their fecurities, fhall be difcharged from any recognizance by him,
her or them, entered into, in cenfequence of fuch petition or petitions being
filed, and the faid. petition fhall be forthwith difmifled. . |
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JOHN H. STON E; Efquiré, Governor. - i
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