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GEORGE PLATER,; Elquire, Governor. 1791,
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‘ - An ACT concerniug petitions for freedom. . Paled De

- ¢ember g0.

W & it enaiten, 4y the General Affembly of ‘Maryland, That in all cafes of Procecdings

&, petitions for freedom now depending in any court of law in this ﬁate;:ﬁg\s"‘;‘i"“*‘d
R L R e e g et . . o . . ) : epend-
B U except on jappeal, where a’'fimilar petition or -penuons,“-at‘the fuit of  the'ing, in D n

fame party or parties, has or have been betore filed and difinifled, the court be- cafes © be
fore whom fuch’petition or petitions are depending’ thall order a ftay of all pro‘;%““’“d' e
ceedings until ‘the cofts of the former petition or petitions, and all reafonable
demands - and expences fuftained® or” incurred by the defendant or. defendants
therein, to be afcertained by the- court, {hall have been paid, or fecured to be
paid, provided it fhall appear to the fatisfacion of {fuch court that fuch petitioner
has been or is fupported in his claim to treedom by any other free perfon befides

| the council appearing in his bebalf.
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1. Gnp be it enaften; That in' cafe the faid cofts, damages#iand-legpenées;f If cofts are not

fhall pot be paid within fix months after the court thall have ordered a ftay of paid, defenes

fen'ﬂaﬁ‘tv'o‘r ,dcfendé'nfé' in' fuch petition ‘or” petitions {fo-as atorefaid depending, and
his, her, or their fecurities, thall 'be difcharged from any recognizance by him,
her or' them, entered intd, in é:‘_‘anequ‘éﬁCc of fuch" petition ‘or petitions: being
ﬁled: P Tt PE S TR AP RS SR SR B Sl R Ty

I 9nD he it enafted, That if 'érr'i‘y“"peﬁtfibh*'fo:' freedom ‘fhall -heréaftﬁ‘f‘bé O‘t‘it“ic{f"”i_
filed in"any court of law in this ftate and difmiffed, and a fecond petition filed at ceedings ?MX.

the fuit of the fame party, the coutt, in which fuch’ {econd petition may be. xifed., Be ftayed, &
{hall order a ftay of all proceeding$ until " the cofts ‘of the former petition, and o
all reafonable damages and expences’ {wfiined or incurred by the defendant or de-
fendants theréin, to be afcertained’ by the court; fhall have been paid, ‘or fecured
tobepaid. e TR !

- 1V. 4ano be it enaften; That'in all ‘cafés’ whete any petition for freedom- has' Petitions, in
already been filed ifi-any’ county .court againft any citizen of this flate, and the f,f;;"“;‘e?fff ’
defendant has not been ferved with procefs to appear,. and’in all cafes ‘where any miffed, &g
petition for freedom fhall hereafter be filed: in any county court againft any citi- |
zemn of this ftate, the court; Beforeany imparlance, fhall*inquire, at theinftance

of the deferdantih ‘fuch petition; whether- fuch . defendant is refident “of thé

refident of the county,: the. court fhall. immediately order the petition to be dif-
miﬂ‘edg' 1 T S L FEO o ' '
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An additional’ fupplementary a& to the a&,. entitled, An. ack. tg Puffed De-

" eftablifh, orphans: cousts in the fev
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£- cember 30, -

eral counties of this fatei- .

i .

@ it enatieRy. by the: Getieral- Affembl of Muryland, That fo much of the "o W0,
“a& of affembly, entitled,. An a@ to-eftablith orphans courts in the feveral *= T

4

of the :p;ca’c'e;finathei.remainixagc@nmies,,.. to . be: [peeially named and commiflioned

feveral juftices of -the. {everal orphans: courts in this ftate,. and as require and em-
ower three.or. more of the faid: juftices to -hold: fuch: refpective courts, and to
iear’-and determine the feveral:matters and caufes committed to their jurifdiction,
be-and. the fame is hereby repealed;, any. thing. in the faid recited acts to the. con-
trary thereof notwithftanding. - CoL o R

. YL @nd Be it cnatten, That after the'paffage of this act it fhall be lawful for Goyernor to*
the governor, for the time being,. with the advice and confent of the counci;l;;‘:fg,'n“,i ‘,"‘;::
and they are hereby required, to appoint. and commiffion three difcreet and judi- )
cious perfons,. of wifdom and experience, -in .each refpetive county, as and for -
| -the juftices of the orphans courts in the feveral counties of this flate, any two oli
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pfoceedings, and afcerteined the faid’ "dam;ées and expences-as aforefaid; the de- charged, &e.

\,T
county, and if, on:fuch inquiry, it thall appear that the faidi:def'ehdantiiéw/\f" '

A the Part of two .
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by the governors with the: advice and confent of .the council, as and for the».g»"g&a ﬁ
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B ¥ countics of this ftate, and of the fupplementary act. thereto,; as require. Lol cmnonad b~ et
feven juftices of the peace in.fome of the counties of this ftate, and. five juftices _’57\9 § o / | ‘
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