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| . C H A P. L.

BidBe- An ACT to limic the jurifdiction of the general coust in eri-
| - minal cafes. |

’ .ﬁ it enalten, by rhe General Ajfembly of Maryland, That after the paflage of

L&

Power of the

«l‘édgggm" w0 this at, the judges of the general court for the weftern or eaftern thore
T ) refpe@tively, {hall not be capahle to take cognizance of, or hold any jurif-

diétion pver, any offences, crimes or mifdempeanors whatfoever, except treafons,
ifprifions of treafon, murders, felonies and infurrections ; but all offences, crimes
ahd mifdemeanors, {hall be heard and determined by the juftices of the county
courts of the county wherein the faid offences, crimes and mifdemeanors, thall
be committed, and not elfewhere, except in the cafes herein before excepted.

Provifo. I1. Provided neverthelefs, That on the application of any party, prefented or
indi@ed for any offence in the county court, to the general court, or, in vacation,

~ to one of the judges thereof, on a fuggeftion, f{upported by proper evidence, that
a fair and impartial trial cannot be had in the court where any fuch profecution

O St

may b»;e'kd@efn’ding,v it fhall be lawful for the faid general court, or judge, to di-

m

rect the clerk of their court on the refpective thore to iffue a writ of certiorar: to
the juftices of the county court wherein fuch perfon may be prefented or indicted,
for the removal of the profecution depending againft fuch perfon ; and on ' the
tranfmiffion thereof, the faid judges of the general court fhall thereupon take
cognizance thereof, and proceed to hear and determine the fame; and the recog-
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nizance of the party prefented or indifted, with fecurity if required, fhall be
taken by the faid general court, or by the judge thereof, or by the county court,
is the cafe may be, to enforce the appearance of fuch party before the judges of
the faid general court to anfwer the offence ; and every fuch recognizance fhall be
certified by the court or judge taking the fame to the judges of the faid general
court in due form of law; and in Iiig'(e manner, on any application made to the
judges of the faid gemeral court, on the part of this ftate, on a fuggeftion in
writing, fupported by praper evidence, that a fair and impartial trial cannot be
had i’ the county court where thé profecution mentioned in fuch fuggeftion fhall
be depending, it fhall be lawful for the faid judges to dire@ a writ of certiorari to
the juflices of the faid county court for the removal of fuch profecution ; and on
the tranfmiflion thereof, the judges of the faid general court {hall take cognizance
thereof, and proceed to hear and determine the fame; and the juftices of fuch
county court, on the allowance of fuch writ of cersiorars, fhall caufe the recog~
nizance of the defendant or defendants in fuch profecution to be taken, with
{ecurity if neceflary, to enforce his or their appearance before the judges of the

f2id general court; to anfwer the offence ;5 and every fuch recognizance fhall be
 cergified, and tran{mitted with the record. o
 Provifo. ITI. @nb provited alfe, That nothing in this a& contained fhall refirain the
#  juftices of the county courts from exercifing the fame juri(di¢tion ia all criminal

cafes, as was by law eftablithed before the paflage of this a&t 5 and that the judges

of ‘the general court {hall not be prevented from punithing, by fine and imprifon-
saent, all contempts in the nop-attendance of jurymen or witnefles, and all
athers committed dn the prefence or hearing of the conrt, as-heratofore,
~ ~  CHAP LL S
Pued D An ACT for the fpeedy conveyance of public letters and packets,
o ~and fer other purpofes. ., o
"HEREAS the laws heretofore made for the conveyance of public let-

fuf  iets and packets have been found ineffectual,

Clerks to for. 1. I8¢ it snafien, ?{"tb’e General Affembly of Maryland, "That the clerk of the
oy e fenite, and the clerk of the houfe of delegates, thall furnifh the printer of the
| fite for.the time-being with a corre@ copy of the votes and proceedings of their
refpedtive houfes, and of the feveral laws and refolutions paffed and afiented to

during the prefent or any future feflion of aflembly, within the fpace of thirty

days after the end of every fuch feffion, and fhall take a receipt from the printer

for



