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NIV, dnoy be it enacten, Thae all property hclonging to the commifliohers € A p.

or truftees of Georoe-town, (hall be and the fame iy hereby transierred and p,.(,?:f[ly“v'cﬂ,

velted i the muyor, recorder, aldermen, and common-council of the tud town, el in the

and thew tuceccelions tor ever, tor the ufe and benetit of the tud town., ayor, &

¢ I A P NXIV.

An ACT for the relief of certain torcigners who have fettled Pafted De.

within this ftate, and for other purpoles, fupplemental to che

a& tor naturalization.

B ?‘“HEREAS the adt for naturalization, pafled at July fefiion, in the Preambiz.

year feventeen hnndred and feventy-nine, declares, that every perfon

W W who thall thereaiter come into this ftate, from any nation, Kkingdom

or {tate, and thall repeat and fubfcribe a declaration of his belief in the chriftian

religion, and take, repeat und fubicribe, the oath or affirmation in the fame ac¢t

prefcribed, before the governor and the counci, or before the general court, or

any one of the judges thereof, or before any county court, fhall thereupon and

thereafter be deemed, adjudged, and taken to be a natural born fubject of this

ftate, and fhall be thenceforth entitled to all the immunities, rights and privi-

leges, of a natural born fubject of this ftate, fubject neverthelefs to the re-

ftrictions provided.by the fuid a&: And whereas, fince the paflage of the f{aid

act, divers foreigners have come into this ftate, and have fettled and become

inhabitants thercof, and have been induced, from the various advantages afforded

by our government, climate, {oil and commerce, to employ their money in the

purchafe of property, both real and perfonal, and to improve the fame, thereby

acquiring a juft and eguitable title to fuch property, but through ignorance of

the provifions contained in the before-mentioned a&t, or apprehending that taking

and fubfcribing the oath of allegiance in the ufual manner would entitle them to

the advantages of property, the taid forcigners have not taken and fubfcribed the

oath prefcribed by the act for naturalization under the particular circumftances

required by the fame, whereby their titles to fuch real property as they have

acquired fince their fettlement in this fate, may be drawn in queftion, to their

great prcjudice and injury : And whereas the faid foreigners have always mani-

tefted a firm attachment to our government and laws, and it is conceived, that

by fecuring their interelt in our f{oil, their affetions to thiscountry will be

more fuily confirmed, and that juftice and policy require that the hardthips

and i1nconveniences under which they rcfpeé’cive]y labour, fthould be remedied ;

therefore,

II. e it enafien, by the Gencral d[émé/y of Maryland, That all and every FOfeigﬂef? to
the faid foreigners, who, fince their fettlement in this ftate, have purchafed and gféf)e‘;f;mgc‘
acquired, by any lawtul and fair means, any portion of property, real, perfonal ’
or mixed, and have fince pofiefled and enjoyed the fame, and have ftill a juft
and equitable title thereto, whether fuch title be derived from grant, gift,
purchafc or devife, fhall, by virtue of this act, hold, poflefs, and enjoy fuch
property, real, perfonal and mixed, as fully and amply, and to all intents and
purpofes, as rightfully as the faid foreigners would have been entitled to hold,
poflefs, and enjoy the fame, if they had refpe@ively naturalized themfelves ac-

cording to the exprefs provifions contained in the faid a& for naturalization.

I, Gnd Lo it fucther enaded, That in cafe any real property, purchafed or Right of flate
) M e . . to efcheated
acquired by forcizners fince the paflage of the aforefaid ac, hath been efcheated, prperty res
it is hereby deciured, that all the right and title of this ftate to the faid property linquithed,
fo efcheated, and to any property 1o efcheatable, fhall be and the fame are hereby ke.
rclinquithicd, and vefted for ever hereafter in the faid foreigners, their heirs and
afligns, faving neverthelefs to all perfons whatfoever, who may have heretofore
acquired fitles to anv fuch efcheatable property under the laws of this ftate,
their feveral and refpective rights ; and all and cvery perfon and perfons who may
have purchafed, or otherwile acquired, any real property from or under the faid
forcigners, or any of them, (hall be and they are hereby declared to be entitled
to all and cvery advantage with refpect to fuch property, as if the fame had been
H purchafed



