WILLIAM SMALLWOOD, Elq; Governot.

VI. dnb be it enatten, That the attorney-general thall not charge, or be
entitled . to. any greater fee than fitteen fhillings current money for any exc-

cution or exccutions ilued and returned ferved, made or fatisfied, on any one
bond..

VIL, dnd be it enafted, That where any lands have been fold by the com-
miffieners for confifcated property, or by the late intendant, which lands, or
any improvements thereon ereted at the time of purchafe, are or may hereafter
be legally taken away from the purchafers, or any part thereof, {o as to render
the {ame of much lefs value, and by which the purchafer will receive great in-
jury, and render the remainder thereof of little value, the chancellor, after hear-
ing the cafe, and upon a view of all circumftances, may and thall make fuch
decree therein as equity and juftice may require. '
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R An ACT to dire&t delcents. - -
[ W J"HEREAS the law of defcents, which originated with the feudal
h /W /  fyftem and military tenures, is contrary to juftice, and ought to be
Y Y abolithed ; o | - | |

11. Be it enaled, by the general affembly of Maryland, That if after the com-

" mencentent'of this a&, any perfon feized of an eftate in any lands, tenements
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or hereditaments, lying or being in this ftate, in fee-fimple or fee-fimple condi-
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~ tional, hetetofore or hereafter acquired, or of an eftate in fee-tail, to the heirs of

the body generally, created and acquired after the commencement of this a&,

thall die inteftate thereof, fuch lands, tenements or hereditaments, fhalt-defcend
- to the kindred, male and female, of fuch perfon, in the following order, to wit:
Firft to the child or children and their defcendants, if any, equally, and if no
child or defcendant, - and the eftate defcended to the inteftate on the part of the
father, ‘then to the fither, and if no father living, then to the brothers and fif~
ters'of the- inteftate of the blood of the father, and their defcendants equally,
and if o brother or fifter as aforefaid, or defcendant from fuch brother or fifter,
then to the’ :graﬂd-faﬁt;her on the part of* the;fat-hef, and if no fuch grand-father
living, then to-the defcendants of fuch grand-father and their defcendants in
equal degree equally, and if no defcendant of fuch grand-father, then to the
father of fuch grand-father, and if none fuch living, then to the defcendants of
the father: of fuch ‘grand-father in equal degree, and fo on, pafling to the next
lineal male paterngl anceftor, and if none fuch, to his defeendants in equal de-
gree without -end, and if no paternal ‘ancefter, or defcendant from fuch
anceftor, then to the mother of the inteftate, and if ‘no mother living, to her
defcendants in-equal degree -equally;, and if no mether living, or defcendants
from {uch thother; then to the maternal anceftors and their defcendants in the
fame manner as is above direCted as to the paternal anceftors and their defcend-

ants, and if the eftate defcended to the inteftate on the part of the mother, and

the ntéftate fhall die without any- child or defcendant as aforefaid, then the eftate
{hall: go to-the mother, and if no mother living, then to the brothers and fifters
of the inteftate of the blood of the mother and their defcendants in equal degree
eqii’aily?; and if no fuch brother or fifter, or defcendant of fuch brother or fifter,
then to the grand-father on the partof the mother, and if no fuch grand-father
living, then to his defcendants in equal degree equally, and '1f no fuch defcend-
ant of fuehﬁgraﬂd»fa‘ther,‘ then to the father of fuch grand-father, and if none
fuch living, then to his defcendants ‘in equal degree, and fo on, pafling to the
next male maternal anceftor, and if none fuch living, to his defcendants in equal
degree, -and 1f no fuch maternal anceftor, or defcendant from any maternal an-
ceftor, then to the father of the inteftate, and if no father hiving, to his de-
{cendants in equal degree equally, and if no father living, or defcendant from
the father, then to the paternal anceftors and their defcendants in the' fame man-
ner as is above direGted as to the maternal anceftors ; and if the eftate is or fhall
be vefted in the inteftate by purchafe, and not derived from or through either of
his anceftors, and there bc no child or defcendant of fuch inteftate, then the
eftate {hall defcend to the brothers and fifters of fuch inteftate of the l:f;fho;c:
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