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ful art or trade, and in all cales to fupply comtortable and tuitable cloathing and
maintenance ; and the tud juitices thall have the hike power to bind out the chil-
dren of perfons fo extremely poor, that fuch children fuffer want, and alto the
children of beggars or penfioners, and allo illegitimate children, and the children
of perfons out of this ttate, where futhicient tuflenance 18 not atforded, in like
manner, and on the like terms ; provided, where any child {hall be bound out
fummons {hall iflue for the mother, if living and in the county, and if the ap:
pears, her inclination, as far as is realonable, fthall be confulted as to. the choice
of the mafter or miftrefs to. whom the child fhall: be bound ; and where female
children are bound out 1o married men, as. the qualities of their . wives make a

‘leading motive for fuch preference, and the care of the wives benefit chiefly the

girls, fuch apprentice girls thall ferve out the refidue of their time with the wi-
dow on the death of the hufband, and the widow fhall makevgpod the terms on
the part of ‘the mafter, unlefs the carries the apprentice to court in a reafonable
time, and delivers-het up; and any.one or two juftices may take children who
are deftitute, and fuffer for the want of fupport, -or the. children of ‘beggars, and

~ place them in the care of proper perfons till their next county court; when the

fhall be put out apprentices as aforefaid ; provided.always, that where any child
fhall be before the court for the purpofe of being-bound out, that if any. rclat’io‘n?,

- or other perfon, will give good and, {ufficient fecurity in fifty pounds, for the due

and comfortable maintenance of fuch child, and providing fuflicient:and proper
cloathing for him or her till of age, as aforefaid, and alfo” for the reafonable

fchooling of fuch child, the court fhall not proceed to bind fuch child apprentice.
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that is to fay, boys to twenty-one, and girl_'s to fixteen years. of age. =

III ano be it enafdted, ‘That 'anj’r father \miétybiﬁdo’ut‘lhis, child..apprénaiéé on

' seafonable- terms, for any time, not longer than till ‘the full age of {uch child,

IV. @nb, whereas apprentices contracts are often drawn very inartificlally, and

' fometimes reft only in parole, and notwithftanding the proper execution thereof

“on the part of the mafters, greatly tothe bengfit of “the apprentices,’ fuch youths

are perfuaded away from fervice at.a time of fife they moft need government, and
before they are perfected in the art of their trades; and lately many a_pprer,ztjces
have run away before the time of their apprenticefhip hath expired, much to the
injury of mafters, and to the great difcouragement of taking.and inftructing

others ; B¢ it enaiten, ‘That the juftices of the county courts, on the petition

of any mafter, or apprentice legally bound to ferve, or any apprentice de’ faito,

‘may inquire into, hear and determine, ‘the contract or agreement made by or
‘with the court, the apprentice, his father, mother, or any other near relation,

and may difcharge fuch apprentice for the ill behaviour of his mafter, or becaufe -
of impofition or the. hardnefs and unreafonablenefs of the terms, or may dif=
charge the mafter from his contract becaufe of an incorrigible temiper, or for a

caufe of ill behaviour of the apprentice, or in cafe the contra&, whether defec-
tive or not, hath been partly executed, may award and compel the terms, or any

part of the terms, of the mafter or apprentice, to be performed as juftice and

- cquity may require ; and the mafter of any apprentice de failo may detain him

in fervice till difcharged by the county court, and may mainiain any fuch action

againft ftrangers as if fuch apprentice had been legally bound to ferve ; and if

any apprentice legally bound to ferve, or apprentice de faéi, fhall run away from
his mafter, any county ‘court may, in the time for which he is to ferve, or at

© any time within three years thereafter, award fuch compenfation to be made by
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fuch apprentice o his mafter, by fervice or payment of n?oméy, as juftice and
equity may require, and may enforce payment of the money awarded by attach-
ment of contempt againft his perfon, or jlerd facias aganft his goods.

V. 9nu be it enabted, That no mafter (hall carry his apprentice bound within
this ftate out of the fame; and any juftice of ‘the peace, on being credibly in-
formed, that any mafter defigns to carry or remove his apprentice out of this
{tate, may require andltake a recognizance of fuch 1 after, with reafonable and
proper {ecurity, to be forfeited in cafle he thall directly or indirectly carry or re-

- move fuch apprentice out of this ftate, and en fuch mafter’s refufal to enter into

recognizance



