WILLIAM SMALLWOOD, Efg; Governor. i 586,

C H A P. XXVIL |
An ACT for cre@ing a town at or near the mouth of Wille’s ercck P! Jaus:

in Wafhington county. "

" HEREAS it is reprefented to this general affembly by Thomas Beall, pecanie,
fon of Samucl, that he is potlefled of a tract ot land called Walnut

: Bottom, contiguous to the mouth of Wille's creck in Wafthington
county, whereon, at the inftance of many of the inhabitauts of faid county, he

hith been induced to lay out ground for a town; and the faid Thomas Beall

hath prayed a law to appoint commiflioners to lay out and erect a town on the

fud land, and to fecure the purchafers of lots therein, referving the right of the
proprictors and their intereft in the faid land; and this general aflembly are of
cpinion, that the erecting a town at the mouth of the faid creck may be conve-

nient and beneficial to the public ;

II. 2Be it enafted, by the general affembly of Maryland, That Andrew Bruce, Commifiion-
Daniel Crefap, George Dent, John Lynn and Evan Gwinn, or any three ori”l’i’“““’df
more of them, be and are hereby appointed commiffioners to {urvey a quantity
of land not exceeding two hundred acres, being part of the faid trac of land
called Walnut Bottom, contiguous t> the mouth of Wille’s ereek, in Wathington
county, and the fame, when {urveyed, o lay out into lots, ftrects, lanes and al-
leys, (the main"ftreets running in the direGtion of Patowmack river, not to be
lefs than eighty feet wide, and the ftreets crofling the faid main ftrects not to be
l=fs than fixty feet wide) to be ereted into a town, and to be called and-known
by the name of Cumberland, and a corre and accurate certificate and plot
thereof return to the clerk of Wathington county court, who is hereby required
to record the fame among the land records of the faid county, and to keep the
original plot in his office, and a copy from the original, or the record thereof,

(hall be conclufive evidence as to the bourds and lines of the lots of the {uid
town, and of the ftreets, lanes and alleys thereof.

ITI. aAnd be it enafted, That the faid commiffioners, or a major part of them, Lots ta he
fhall caufe the faid lots in the faid town to be f{ubftantially and fairly bounded bounded, &e,
and numbered, and they and their fucceflors are hereby required, from time to
time, to take care that the faid boundaries be conftantly kept up and preferved.

IV. Qno be it enafted, That on the death, removal or refignation, of any of How vacans
the faid commiffioners, the major part of the remaining commiffioners fhall ap- {0 i t© be
point another to ferve in the ftead of fuch commiffioner fo dying, removing or
refigning.

V. @no he it enafted, That the faid commiffioners of the faid town, or a Commifion-
major part of them, fhall have full power to employ a clerk, who fhall be under :’a;:kfng’c’;’
oath fairly and honeftly to enter into a book, to be kept for that purpofe, all the
proceedinzs of the faid commiffioners relating to the faid town, in which book,
among other things, fhall be entered a copy of the plot and certificate of the
faid town, defcribing every lot by its number, and who the taker up or purchafer
was or fhall be; and the faid books fhall always be open to the infpection and
examination of the faid commiflioners. |

VI. gnd be it enafted, That the faid commiffioners, or a major part of them, And fevy mos
are empowered to levy, aflefs and take, by way of diftrefs, if needful, from the oy, &c.
inhabitants of the town, by even and equal proportion, a fum not exceeding ten
pounds current money yearly, to be paid to their clerk; and they fhall have
power to remove or difplace their clerk as often as they fhall think fit.

VII. anp be it enafted, That every purchafer of any of the lots in the faid Purchafers t
- - hold theirp
town in fee, and every leflee thereof for years, on rent referved, fhall hold and Lty &
poflefs the fame againft any perfon hereafter claiming title to the fame, and (hall '
not be difturbed in their pofleflion ; and if any perfon (h-all hereafter make claim
to the land, or any part thereof, laid off in virtue of this act, and (hall, by due
courie



