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appointcd by law to be taken to the gqvxcrnmcnt, and fubfcribing 2a ,dccla;
ration of their belief in the chriftian rclilglion, and al{o taking the follow~
ine oath, viz. I, A. B. do fwear or athrm, that I will duly and faith-

fully difcharge the duties and trufts committed to me as a truftee for the
oor of ———— by an act of the general aflembly, eutitled, An alt for the
relief of the poor in‘Dor'che{’cer’ and Somerlet counties, according to the
the beft of my {kill and knowledge. So help me God ;° the which
oaths are to be adminiftered by any of the fix perfuns laft named for the
county to the perion fir{t named, or in his ablence to any one of the five
perfons firft named that {hall be there prefert, the which perfon, being

 {worn as aforefaid, fhall adminifter the oaths aforementioned to,all the reft,

and fo fucceffively, the perfon firft named, that thall be prefent, fhall al-

- ways adminifter the faid oaths to any that have been abfent, of that fhall

hereafter be ele@ed and chofen purfuant to the dire@ions of- this act; to

fupply the placc.df any that-{hall be dead or removed out of the countys

‘or if any who fh

11 refufe or negle@ to qualify, or be rendered incapable

‘of a@ing as a truftec when clected and chofen purfuant to the directions

- of this a& 3 “4nd the aforefaid perfonss or the majority of them, being

.

“ fworn a8 aforefaid, fhall’,be"z_ccrhﬁi‘tute_d.‘,,and( qualified as truftees of the poor
-of their "‘fai_dﬁf'c‘;oi\mty,f and as fuch 'age’-‘ht;frgby invefted with full power and
~authority, asa body politic, ‘to plead and be impleaded, to {ue and be
“{ued, to defend and '-b@_d;éfénde'd;,‘ to anfwer and be anfwered, by the name

- of the truftees of the poor Ojfﬁp()ljgh‘_éﬁ'érr and Sommerfet counties, 1n all and
- every caufe, complaint and a&ion, “real, perfonal or mixed, of whatever

';.kindgéol"-n‘atﬁurc- it hall be,’in any ‘court of judicature within this ftate, and

. by that name they and any of them, and their fuccefors, thall, and they
e e to ke, hold, poliefs and enjoy. any gl Sor o

- prefent, which {hall of may hereafter be given, devifed of bequeathed, by

any perfon or perfons whatfoever, to them or any of them, for or towards
the {upport and maintenance of the pbofﬂ"‘i;n-th_efaid county, and the_y, of

anyr;bf;;hem,fm‘gy‘r’-q‘c’e‘ivej, by way of fubfcription, any f{um or fums of
money which fha“mm*be%“mfoﬂhe better and more {peedy pro=
moting the benefit and good, by this aﬁmtendcd,andthat they have fall
power, authority and ability) to purchafe, take, hold, - receive, enjoy and
have, to them and their {fucceffors for ever, any lands, tenements and he=
reditaments, not exceeding the yearly value of five hundred pounds, current
money, and are hereby empoweted and authorifed,to ufe one common feal

in their bufinefs relating to the faid corpor ation, and the fame, if necefla~

gy, to change and alter, and that the faid perfons o incorporated, or the
- Tongeft livers and’ fucceffors of them, (hall be the true and undoubted

truftees in perpetual fucceflion for ever, to be contipugd ip way. and name

hereafter fpecified, with full and abfolute power, liberty and authority, in the
making and ordaining fuch laws, orders and rules, for the better relieving, -

regulating, and {etting the poor to work, ar’xd_(_pluyqiﬁ__;j‘gg,y_gg‘r;gms, beggarss |
yagabonds and offenders, and for . the good gp.vctﬂﬁimf - of 'the faid alms

~ ' and work-houfe in their faid county, as to them and their fucceflors (hall

ow vacane-

@ies are to be
filled,

ed by the overfeer of fuch; Ims and work-houfe, and by all poor,. begEars N

A ime to time think moft fit and requifite, all which fholl be obferv=

yagrants, -vagabonds and offenders, . in_fuch alms and, work-houte,

under the penalties therein contained 5. provided always, that the faid

sules, laws and orders, be no ways contraty to the laws of this ftate.

IV. @nb, to perpetuate the fucceffion of the aforefaid number of feven’

truftees for each of the.faid counties, e it enadted, by the General Affemn~
bly o Maryland, That as often as any one of the faid truftees for the poory”

-

in either of the faid counties, fhall die or remove himfelf out of the coun-

ty, cefufe to qualify by taking and fubfcribing the oaths or affirma~

tions, and fubfcribing the declaration aforefaid, of become. incapable of

afing, the truftees for the {ime being, then furviving and femaining
| S ﬁ within-



