WILLIAM SMALLWOOD, Efg; Governor. 1785,

qualify themfelves for the office of truftees for the poor of their county, © ‘fj;v“ P,
which they are to do by raking and fubfcribing the feveral oaths (or 7
aflirmations) appointed by law to be taken to the government, and fub-
fcribing a declaration of their belief in the chriftian religion, and alfo
taking the following oath, viz. ¢ I, A. B. do fwear or affirm, that I will
~ duly and faithfully difcharge the duties and trufts committed to me as a
truftee for the poor of Talbot county by an a@ of the general aflembly;
entitled, An act for the relief of the poor in Talbot county, according to
the beft of my fkill and knowledge. So help me God ;” the which oaths
are to be adminiftered by any of the four perfons laft named for the coun-
ty,-to. the perfon firt named, or in his abfence to-any one of -the three -
perfons firlt named, that thall be there prefent, the which perfon being
{fworn as aforefaid, fhall adminifter the oaths aforementioned to all the reft;
and fo fucceflively, the perfon firft named that thall be prefent fhall always

-fad;;ni-niﬁ,er the faid oaths to any that-havebeen abfent, or that fhall here-
after be eleted and chofen purfuant to the dire@ions of this alt, to fup-
- ply the place of any that fhall be dead or removed out of the county, or

- of any who thall refufe or negle& to qualify and a& as a truftee, when
eleCted and chofen purfuant to the dire@ions of this a&t; and the afore~
faid perfons, or the majority of them, being fworn as aforefaid, fhall be
conflituted and qualified as truftees for the poor of their faid county, and
as {uch are hereby invefted with full power and authority, as a body
politic, to plead and be impleaded, to fue and be fued, to defend and be
defended, to anfwer and be anfwered, by the name of the truftees for the
poor of Talbot county, in all and every caufe, complaint and aion, real,

- perfonal or mixed, of whatever kind or nature it fhall be, in any court of
judicature within this ftate, and by that name they and any of them, and
their fucceflors, fhall and they are hereby enabled to take, hold, poflefs
and enjoy, any gift, donation or prefent, which thall or may hereafter be

. given, devifed or bequeathed, by any perfon or perfons whatfoever, to
them, or any of them, for or towards the fupport and maintenance of
the poor in the faid county; and they, or any of them, may receive by
~way of fubfcription, any fum or fums of money which thall or may be

- given for the better and more fpeedy promoting the benefit and good

~ by this a& intended ; and that they haye tull power; authority and abi-
lity, to purchafe, take, hold, receive, enjoy and have, to them and their fuc-
.ceffors for ever, any lands, tenements and hereditaments, not exceeding the
yearly value of five hundred pounds current money, and are hereby empow-

- ered and authorifed to ufe one common feal in their bufinefs relating to the
faid corporation, and the fame, if neceffary, to change and alter ; and that

- the faid perfons foincorporated, or the longeft livers and fucceflors of them,

- fhal] be the true and undoubted truftees, in perpetual fucceffion, for ever,
to be continued in way and manner hereafter fpecified, with full and ab-
folute power, liberty and authority, in the making and ordaining fuch
laws, orders and rules, for the better relieving, regulating and fetting the
poor to work, and punifhipg vagrants, beggars, vagabonds, and other
offenders, and for the good government of the faid alms and work-houfe
in their faid county, as to them and their fucceflors fhall, fromtime to
timg, think' moft fit and requifite, all which fhall be obferved by the
overfeer of fuch alms and work-houfe, and by all poor, beggars, vagrants,
vagabonds, and other offenders, in fuch alms and work-houfe, under the
penaltics therein contained 5 provided always, that the faid rules, laws
and orders, be no ways contrary to the laws of this ftate, | '

- V. dnn, to perpetuate the fucceffion of the aforefaid number of five
~truftees for the poor in the faid county, e it enaften, That as often as How vacai: J
any one of the faid truftees far the poor fhall die, or remove hlmfclf out filled, dsc.
‘of the coupty, refufe to qualify himfelf, by taking and fubfcribing the
aaths or affirmations, and f{ubfcribing the declaration aforefaid, or become
T F | | incapable




