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An AC I to provide a fund for " the relief of the widows and
children ot the clergy ot the preteftant epifcopal church in
‘this ftate. |

HEREAS it hath been reprelented to this general affenibly
by the reverend William Smith, do¢tor indivinity, the re-
‘ verend Williain Weft, John Andrews, and Ihomas John
Clagett, that they are a committee appointed by and in behalf of the cler-
gy of the proteftant epifcopal church in this ftate, (formerly denominated
the church of England,) to foligit an act of- incorpouration to enable the
clergy of the faid church to raife and manage a fund for providing {mall
annuities for the diftrefled widows of the faid clergy, and for the educa-
tion of their children ; and this general aflembly are earncftly defirous to
promote every pious and charitable defign for the rehef and affittance of
the widows and fatherlefs, and efpecially thofe of the refpectable and ufe-
ful body of clergy of all denominations, who are often obliged through
the uncertainty and fcantinefs of their fupport in many places, to leave
their families in very neceflitous circumitances : Therefore,

11. B¢ it enafted, by the General Affembly of Maryland, That the faid
proteftant epilcopal clergy, mamely, William Smith, John Gordon, John
M<Pherfon, William Thomfon, Samuel Keene, William Weft, Walter
Magowan, John Andrews, Thomas John Clagett, George Goldie, Ed-
ward Gantt, Francis Lauder, Jofeph Meflenger, John Bowie, Walter
Harrifon, Thomas Gates, James Wilmer, Hamilton Bell, Francis Wal-
ker, John Stewart, Samuel Tingly, Leonard Cutting, Ralph Higinbo-
thom, Mafon Weems, and Edward Gantt, junior, and fuch other cler-
gymen in the orders and communion of the faid church as may hereafter
become refidents of this ftate, and fhall be contributors to the faid funds
of the corporation herein erected, and as' may be admitted into the faid
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corporation by a majority of the members thereof for the time being,

fhall be, and they and their fucceflors are hereby declared to be, one
“eommunity, corporation, and body - politic, for ever, by the name of
¢¢ The Corporation for the relief of the widows and children of the cler-

gv-of the proteftant epifcopal church in® Maryland ;” and by the fame

name they and their fucceffors fhall and may have perpetual fucceffion,
and fhall and may, at all times hereafter, be perfons able and capable in
law to purchafe, take, have and enjoy, to them and their fucceflors in
fee, or for any lefs eftate or eftates, any lands, tenements, rents, annui-
ties, penfions, and other hereditaments, within this ftate, by the gift,
bargain, fale or devife, of any perfon or perfons, bodies politic and cor-
porate, capable to make the fame; and fuch lands, tenements, rents, an-
. - nyities, penfipns, andyther h‘.ereditamcnts,‘pr any lefs eftates, rights or
interefts, of or in the fame, at tficir pleafure to alien, fell, transfer or
leafe, in fuch manner as they may judge moft conducive for furthering
the pious defigns of this charitable incorporation, aud according to the
nature of fuch eftate as they may have in the fame; and allo that they,
and their {ucceflors, may take and receive any fum or {ums of money, and
any kind, manner or portion, of goods apd chattels, that may or thall be
given, fold or bequeathed, unto them, by any perfon or pérl’bns, bodies

politic or corporate, capable to make a gitt, fale, or bequeft thereof, and’
to employ the fame, cither in the immediate payment of annuities to the
widows aforefaid, and other declared purpofes of this incorporation, orin

providing a fund or capital {ufficient to produce an yearly intereft, reve-
nue or income, for anfwering the good purpofes of the fame; provided,
that the clear yearly value of the faid capital, fund, ftock, and other here-

ditaments and real eftate of the faid corporation, do not cxceed fifteen

thoufand



