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Governorand 'V, B¢ it therefore enafted, That if the governor and the council 4,‘,

council may

caufe fulpici-

LAWS of the STATE of

to punith certain crimes and mifdemeanors, and to prevent the growt}
of toryifm ; and if any fuch perfon fhall negle@ fo to do, or thall, op
the faid oath or athrmation being tendered to him by any juftice of the
peace for fuch county (which oath or affirmation any juftice of the
peace may at any time tender) refufle to take and fubferibe the faid oath
or affirmation, fuch perfon, fo negle@ing or refufing, thall be confi.
dered a {ubject of the ftate from which he came, and may be dcalt with
as if he had come into this ftate after the pafling this a& ; provided
that nothing above contained fhall prevent any {ubjeét of any ftate, who
‘hdth taken the oath of allegiance, and otherways inanifefted his attach-
‘ment to his country, and who hath been compelled to leave it by the

enemy, from refiding within this ftate with the permiflion of the go-

vernor and council.

IV. Anb,” Whereas the lenity of this ftate, and the tendernefs and
indulgence of its laws in favour of perfonal liberty, have been greatly
abufed, many perfons, as well of thofe who have as of thofe who have

not taken the oath of fidelity and fupport to this ftate, having, by |

their difcourfes and general condu@, countenanced and endeavoured to
{pread diffatisfaction and difaffeétion amongft the ignorant and unin-
formed citizens of this ftate, as well as in many inftances falfe and ma-
licious reports, in prejudice of the United States, and in favour of the
Mtrength, fucce_fs, and condud, of the enemy; and it is abfolutely ne-
ceflary, in the prefent circumftances of this ftate, that perfons of fuch

conduct, who may be prejudicial, thould be prevented from continuing ;

fuch dangerous and deftruétive practices :

fhall be informed, upon oath or affirmation, or circumftances within

ous perfons to their own know]edge believe, that any inhabitant of this ftate, by his

- be arrefted,

&c.

eneral conduct or converfation, countenances and fpreads diffatistac-
tion or difaffection amongft the iubjects of the ftate, or adviles or en-
courages any refiftance to this government or its laws, and that the ex-
ample or influence of fuch perfon may be prejudicial to the ftate, they

- “may iflue their warrant to the fheriff, or the lieutenant, or any ficld

or commanding officer of the militia of the county where fuch perfon

thall live or refide, to arreft fuch perfon, and bring him before them, )

together with his papers, if they fee fit; and if the governor and the

~council fhall be informed, upon oath or affirmation, or from circum-

ftances within their own knowledge believe, that from the general con-
dut of any perfon within this ftate, there is juft reafon to fufpe¢t him,
dire@tly or indireétly, of buying provifions for, or clandeftinely tracing
with, the enemy, they may iflue their warrant as aforefaid, to arreft
fuch perfon, and to feize his papers 1if they think proper; and the go-
vernor and the council may, in their difcretion, commit fuch perfon to
any gaol within this ftate, there to remain until .the end of the next

feflion of affembly, or reftraip him to fuch limits as they fhall appoint,

giving fecurity for his good behaviour as a true and faithtul fubjcé, or
fuffer him to go at large, on giving fecurity as aforefaid; and any per=
fon fo arrefted or imprifoned, or reftrained to limits as aforefawd, (h.ll
not be difcharged by babeas corpus ; and the governer and council 1 11
return the name of every perfon arrefted, committed, or ¢ nfi o, o |
the caufe thereof, to the next general affembly ; provided h

herein before contained fhall be taken or confliucd to precin.
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