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~w Ui gnaden, 8y rthe General Affewdly of Maryland, That William

§-& Paca, Uriah Forreft, and Clement Hellyday, Efquires, or any
2} two of them, (hall be and are hereby appointed commiflioners

for the purpofé of preferving all Britilh property, feized and confilcated

by the act of the prefent {eflion, to feize, confifcate, and appropriate,

all Britith properiy within this ftate and that the faid commifligners

~ {hall be, and are hereby declared to be, in the full and actual feifin and

pofieffion of all Britith property feized and ‘confifcated by the faid act,

without any office formed, entry, or other act to be done; and “the
faid commiffioners fhall and may, as foon as may be, appoint propet
perfons, in all cafes that they may think neceflary, to enter into and
take pofleffion of dny part of the faid property,” and to preferve and
keep the fame fiom wafte and deftruéion, or to occupy and employ
the fame for the benefit of the public, and to inventory the -fame, ot

_any other of the faid property, which the faid commiffioners may not
~think proper or neceflary to put into the keeping of any perfon as
_aforefaid ; and the faid commiffioners thall return to the next general

affembly a lift or account of all fuch Britith property by them' difco-
vered; to whom the fame belonged, the -perfons, if any, to whofe
keeping they committed the: fame, and the fums’to which the fame

fhall be valued in the next valuation of property, and the inventory

aforefaid thall alfo be returned to the general affembly, with the lift or
account aforefaid ; but in cafe any perfon fhall be in poffeflion of -any

“of the faid property, and claim the fame, fuch property fhall not be
~ taken out of his poffeffien, if he gives good and fufficient fecurity in

double the value thereof, that the fame, if moveable, fhall be produced

~ when called for by the commiffioners, not any way damaged or injured,

or if real, that no waite or deftruction fhall be committed thereon, but

~ that the fame fhall be kept and prefervedf”in, as go.qﬂ‘ order and repair a$

the fame may then be in, until the title thereto fhall be determined;

" and in cafe either of the faid commiffioners fhould refufe to a&,  or die,
in the recefs of the affembly, the governor and the council are to ap-

' “point another in his ftead, ‘to
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- I1. @nd be it enafted; That before any commiflioner fhall a& as
fuch, he fhall take the following oath, to wit: ¢ I, A. B. do fwear, .
that as commiffioner under the-a@ for appointing commiffioners to pre-
ferve confifcated Britith property, I will, to the Beft of my fkill and
judgment, execute the truft repofed in me, and the duties of my of-

} fice, dﬁiﬁégentlyf,r, .impartiaﬂy&,,;andfa;;hfguy_f sgiheipg.@g God.” =

H1. Q9unb be it enafied, That the faid commiffioners fhail be em-
powered to appoint a clerk, who fhall make true entrics of their pro-
ceedings, and before he adls as clerk fhall take an oath, diligently and
truly to execute his faid office ; and each of the faid commiflioners
fhall be allowed fifty (hillings, in Spanith dollars at fevea {hillings and -
fix-pence each, or in bills of credit to the value thereof, for each day
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he thall attend in the execution of his office; befides the like fum for
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