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CHAP
VII.

Preamble.
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LAWS of the STATE of

\

C H A P. VIIL

An A C‘T to declare and afcertain the privileges of the-fub-
je&ts of France refiding within this {tate.

HEREAS, in and by the thirteenth article of the treaty §

of amity and commerce b®ween His Moft Chriftian Ma-

Y- jefty and the United States of America, it is provided that
the f{ubjects and .inhabitants of the faid United States, or any of them, §
fthall not be reputcd aubains in France, and cenfequently, fhall be ex-
empted. from the droit d'aubain, or other fimilar duty, under what

..name ‘foever, they may by teftament, donation, or otherwife, difpofe
_ of their goods, moveable and inimoveable; and their heirs, fubjects of

the faid -United States, refiding whether in France or elfewhere, may
fucceed them ab inteftat, without being obliged to obtain letters or
naturalization, and without having the effe&t of this conceflion con-
tefted or impeded, under pretext of any rights or prerogatives of pro-
vinces, cities, or-private perfons, and the faid heirs, whether fuch by
particalar -title, -or ab .inteftat, fhould be exempt from the droit d'de-
tradtion, or other duty of the fame kind, faving, neverthelefs, the
local rights:or duties, as much and as long as fimilar ones are not efia-

blifhed --by_t'he-’Unitcd States, or any of them: And whereas,, the ex-
emptions _aforefaid have been confirmed by u declaration of the Moit

_Chri&ian-,}_{ingz bearing date the twenty-fixth day of July, anno domint|
feventeen - hundred and feventy-eight, by which it is alfo eftablithed
that the {ubje@®s of the United States of America fhall enjoy within his §
dominions the privileges 'of nations the moft favoured: And whereas,
as well upen the ground of equality and reciprocity, as becaufe of the
generous -and important aid afforded to the United States by the Moit §

- Chriftian King, their great and illuftrious ally, 1in the prefent war with }

Subje&s'cf

France to en-- . , . . .
‘That the fubjects of France within this {tate, who have come or may

joy the fame
rights as citi-
zens of this
{tate, &c.

Great-Britain, fuitable returns are due from the faid ftates in general,
and from this in particular, by granting and eftablithing, on our part,
like and fpecial privileges and advantages in favour of the fubjeéts ot

France:

11 %Be it therefore - enatted, by the General Affembly of Maryland,

come to -fojourn-or ‘refide “within the fame, for the purpofes of com-

merce or otherwife, {hall have and enjoy all and every the rights, pri- §

“vileges, and exemptions, of the full and free citizens of the ftate,

Provifo.

without taking any oath, or giving any promife of allegiance or fidelity
to this {tate.

III.}'IBUOth_QUr&lmﬂQQ, ‘That nothing- herein contained fhall be con- |

ftrued to grant to the fubje@s of France, or the other dominions of His

Subjetts of
France who

Moft Chriftian Majefty, 'who thall continuc f{ubjeéts of his faid majefly,
and not qualify themfelves as citizens of this ftate, any right to pur-
chafe orhold: Tands or-real eftate, but for their refpective lives or tor
years, or to inveft them with the privilege of voting in any clection,
or the capacity of enjoying any civil office, or of being eligible as go-
vernor, member of the council, or general affembly, or as a delegute
to congrefs.

IV. gna be it enatten, That in cafe any f{ubjet of France, or
, : other
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