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"L-A WS of the STA TE of

plus of his {alt {o refufed to be {old, onc half to the informer, and the
other half to the ufe of this {tate.

XVI. dnd be it cnacdten, That if any continental agent, or other
perfon in office under any appointment made by this f{tate, or the
United States, fhall be guilty of engroffing any grain, flour, or falt,
or any other goods, wares, or merchandifes, whatfocver, contrary to
the true intent and meaning of this act, {uch agent or other perfon in
office thall, on convi&ion, be fined by the court where tried four times
tlie value of the article or articles {o engrofled, fhall be rendered 1inca-
pable of holding and enjoying any place or office of truft or profit in
this ftate, and may alfo be imprifoned, at the difcretion of faid court,
for any time not exceeding twelve months, without bail or main-
prize.

XVII. _QnU De it enafted, That if any action or fuit {hall be com-
menced againft apy perfon or per{ens for any thing done in purfuance
of this ac, the defendant or defendants in any fuch action or {uit may
plead the general iflue, and give this a¢t and the f{pecial matter in evi-
dence, at any trial to be had thereupon, and that the f{ame was done
in :purfuance and by the authority of this act, and if it fhall appear fo
to have been done, the jury fhall find fer the defendant or defendants,
and if the plaintiff fhall be nonfuit, or difcontinue his action after the
defendant or defendants fhall have appeared, or if judgment fhall be
given upon any verdict or demurrer againft the plaintiff, the defendant
ppde{f_cx;dants fhall and may recover treble cofts, and have rhe like re-
mecdy for the fame as any defendant or defendants hath or have in other
cafes at law,

XVIII. WHEREAS the great number of purchafers, under a
variety of charaters, has.tended to create the very high and exorbitant
prices of grain, and other provifions neceffary for the army of the

United States: For remedy whereof,

XIX. Be it enafted, That if any perfon within this ftate thall buy
within the fame, any wheat, flour, rye, Indian corn, rice, bread, beef,
ork, bacon, peas, beans, oats, or other dead vi&ual, or fatted cattle
cr fatted hogs, or if any perfon within this ftate fhall obtain or get
into his hands, by buying, contralting, or promife taking, (other than
by demife, grant, or leafe of land, or in payment of debt heretofore
contraled) any of the articles aforefaid, fuch perfon fhall, for every
offence, forfeit all the articles aforefaid which {hall be fo bought, or
got into his pofleffion, one half to the ftate, and the other halt to the
informer, and fhall alfo be fined the fum of ten thoufand pounds, and

impriioncd one year.

¥X. 1Probived alwapg, and be it enafted, That the buying or ob-.

taining any of the articles aforefaid by any of the commiflaries, or other
agents of this or the United States, for the public ufe, or by any per-
fon or perfons inhabiting and refiding in this ftate, for the ufe and con-
fumption of the family of fuch perfon for the year, or for the ufe and
confumption of labourers, {feamen, or tradefmen, for the year, in the em-
ploy of fuch perfon, or the buying of any of the articles aforefaid by

any licenfed ordinary kecper for the ufe of his ordinary, or the buying
any
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