xt
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M A R ¥ L A N D, OcToBER,

paft been fubjected. to.v,erfy confiderable inconvenience and lofs, from
the frequent meetings of  negroes and other diforderly perfons in the
night in the faid town, and of’ late by repeated rqb:bc_:ries and houfe-
breakings, committed fecretly in the night time by the faid negroes and
other diforderly perfons in the faid townof Cambridge, and the neigh-
bourhood thereof, and that they apprehend that the appointment of an
ative and vigilant perfon to {erve as conftable for the faid town would
in fome meafure prevent the commiffion of {uch outrages in future:

I1. WBe it therefore enafted, by the General Affembly of Maryland,
That it thall and may be lawful for the juftices of Dorchefter county
court, and they are hereby authorifed and empowered, at their next
county cou:rt, and annually a"t”'every November court thereafter, to ap-
point an active and vigilant perfon, refiding in the faid town of Cam-
bridge, or within two miles thereof, to ferve as conitable for the faid town,
which faid perfon, when appointed as aforefaid, and qualified as all
other conftables are by law directed and required to be qualified, fhall
have all the powers and authority that any other conftable within this
ftate hath or legally ought to have. B

111, Proninen nevertbele(s, and be it enaftey, That if the juflices
of Dorchefter county co’ur‘t"‘a.forcf:aid'”ﬂjall ‘a’f‘ any time hereafter make
an allowance to the conftable appointed in virtue of this a&, for any

1778.

CHAP.
IX,

Juftices of
Dorchefter
county court
to appoint a
conftable for
the town of
Cambridge,
&c.

Provifo,

fervices by him to be performed,” fuch allowance fhall be paid by an
affeffment or tax on the inhabitants of the town of Cambridge only,

and not’ by any afleflment, tax or irqptfﬁtﬁor} on any other the inhabi-
tants of Dorchefter county aforefaid. ™ . '

IV. @ab be it enafted, That the clerk of Dorchefter county afore-
faid, after the appointment of the conftable for the town of Cambridge
3 afqrefaid, fhall fignify fuch appointment under his hand, and deliver
the fame to the fheriff of the faid county, within thre¢ days after fuch
appointment, under t'hg penalty of five p’oun{d_s', to be recovered before
2 fipgle magiftrate as in cafe of fmall debts, for the ufe of the county
where recovered; and the f{aid fheriff “fhall, within three days after
fuch delivery as aforefaid, deliver the fame to thé conftable aforefaid,
or leave the fame at his ufual place of abode, under the penalty of five

Clerk of Dor-
chefter county
to fignify {fuch
appointment
to the fheriff,
&c.

pounds, to be recovered in manner a'fqlr'cfafd, and for the ufe aforefaid.

FVEP IR

V. any be it {urther enafep, That every perfon to be appointed
conftable in virtue of this'act,” c_ﬂo_gc he enters upon his office aforefaid,
(hall take, repeat, and fubfcrihe, the oath of fdelity and fupport to

reted to 't_'a‘.lrc‘c,v:’la‘hd' ﬂ)glil_‘-)':)ilfd'rqﬁ;a_t_ and fub'fcrxt))c'his belief in the
chriftian religion; and if any perfon {o to bg appointed fhall refufe to
qualify as aférefaid, fuch perfon fo refufing fhall be fined by the juftices
aforefaid any fum not exceeding ten pounds, in the difcretion of fuch
juftices, to bg recoyered and applied ag aforefaid.

VI. 4and be it fyrther enafted, That in cafe of the death, refufal, or
removal, of any perfon to be appointed a conftable in virtug of this ac,
it fhall and may be lawful for any two of ‘the juftices of Dorchefter
county aforefaid to appoint any qg)}ieg petfon, liying in the faid town
rcof, to bé'conﬁable fq;' the faid
town;

of Cambridge or withia two miles the

Conftable to
take the oath
of fidelity, &c,

this ftate, ancf fuch other oath or '"(')_a_ﬂi\é;' as other cop 'ablés are by law di- -~

In cafle of
decath, &c, an-
other to beap.
pointed, &c.
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