M A R Y L -4 JVD, Marecn.

C

H A P. IX

An ACT for the fpeedy recovery of public debts,

- 'i“:'

17+ 8,

C H AP,

I,

HEREAS many large fums of money have been iffued out Preamble.

of the public treafury of t

Maryland, to

accounts for the fame,

divers perfons who have not rendered any

and congrefs having requefted that a law might

pafs in cach refpective ftate for the {peedy recov.ry of debts due to the

United States,

II. Be it therefore pnadten, by the General Affembly of Maryland,

That the auditor-general, or any pc'rfon or perfons authorifed by con-

grefs, may caufe procefs to iffue in the general or any county court of
this ftate, for any debt or fum of money now due and owing, or which
fhall hereafter become due to the United States, agaiuft any perfon or
perfons whatever, inhabiting, refiding, or being found within this ftate,
or againft any fuch perfon or perfons who have received, or Hereafter
thall receive money from the treafury of the United States, or by order
of congre'fs, and have not rendered, or thall not render, an account for
the fame, and a declaration or fhort note, exprefling the caufe of altion,
being filed with the clerk of the court before iffuing the writ, and a
copy of fuch declaration or fhort note being ferved on the defendant or
defendants, or left:at his or their laft place of abode twenty days before
the retern of fuch writ in the general court, and eight days before the
return thereof in the county court, it fhall and may be lawful for the
juftices of faid courts refpectively,, and they are hercby authorifed and
required, to caufe fuch defendant or defendants to plead to iffue, and
thall proceed to trial or judgment the firft court,- and {hal] not allow
unlefs where evidence is wanted, without which the
parties, or eithet of them, cannot fafely go to trial, which faét, as alfo
a reafonable endeavour to obtain f{uch evidence, fhall be made appear to
the fatisfa@ion of the court; by affidavit of the party, or the teftimony
of fome indifferent witnefs
and declaration, are net ferved in time, it thall and may be lawful for

any imparlance,

the juftices of -

the general

lance, and no more, unlefs

; and where the writ and (hort note, or writ

court or county courts'to allow one impar-
evidence be wanted as above {pecified,

III. Anbd be it enaltet, That the governor and the ‘council, or a

committee of the general

aflembly, or any perfon authorifed by the go-

vernor and council or fuch committee, may caufe like procefs to iffue
in the general or county courts of this ftate, againft any perfon or per-
fons whatfoever, inhabiting or refiding, or being found therein, who
may or fhall be indebted to this ftate by bond or otherwife, or have re-
ceived or fhall receive money from the treafury thereof, for which no
account hath been or thall be rendered, and a declaration or thort note,
¢xprefling the caufe of acion, being filed with the clerk of the court
before iffuing the writ, and a copy of {uch declaration or fthort note be-
ing ferved on the defendant: or defendants, or left at his or their laft
Place of abode twenty days before the return of fuch writ in the general
court, and eight days before the return thereof in the county court, it
thall and may be lawful for the juftices of faid courrs refpectively, and

they are hereby
fendants to plea

authorifed
d to iflue,

L
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