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Preamnble,

Frifoners to be
difcharged on
delivering up
their Lffetts, on
Oath,

ACTs of Affembly paffed in April, 1757,

An A& for the Relief of certain languithing Pri.
foners, in the feveral County Goals therein mep.
tioned.

HEREAS Thomas Gay, George Benfon, Fames Horn, and Alexander Macmullen, lan. »
guifthing Prifoners in Worceffer County Goal ; Thomas Webb, Fobn Bateman, and Williom
Matberly, languithing Prifoners in Aune- Arundel County Goal ; Pearce Tracey, Fobn Bar.
. nat, Bigger Head, facob Tracey, and Thomas Thomfon, languifhing Prifoners in Frederiey

‘ County Goal; Fames Fanning, Thomas Chak, Edmund Loav, Charles Mooney, Nichol,
Seymore, and Nathaniel Wright, languithing Prifoners in Queen- Anne's County Goal ; Fobu Talbor, {enier, ;
languithing Prifoner in Baltimore County Goal ; Abrabam Niviffor, a langui{hing Prifoner in Sains Mary;
County Goal ; and Nickolas Dawfon, a languithing Prifoner in Prince-George’s County Goal ; by their P,
titions to this prefent General Aflembly have fet forth, That they have continued Prifoners for Debt ip the
Cuftody of the Sheriffs of the feveral Counties aforefaid, wiz. Thomas Gay, George Benfon, Fames Horn, ang
Alexander Macmullen, in the Cuftody of the Sheriff of W orcefler County ; Thomas Webb, Jobn Bateman, and
William Matherly, in the Cuftody of the Sheriff of fune-Arundel County ; Pearce Tracey, Febn Barsa,
Bigger Head, Facob Tracey, and Thomas 7homfon, in the Cuftody of the Sheriff of Frederick County ; Famy
Fanning, Thomas Cloak, Edmund Loav, Charles Mooney, Nicholas Seymore, and Nathaniel Wright, in the
Cuftody of the Sheriff of Queen-Aune’s County ; Fobn Talbot; fenior, in the Cuftody of the Sheriff of B,/.
timore County ; dbrabam Niviffon, in the Cuftody of the Sheriff of Saint. Mary’s County ; and Nicholgs
Dawfon in the Cuftody of the Sheriff’ of Prince-George’s County ; fof a confiderable Time paft, and fi]
continue in the like deplorable Circumftances, not being able to redeem their Bodies with all the Eftate and
Intereft they have in the World, which they would readily furrender up.and part with to their feveral and
sefpective Creditors, if they would accept of the fame, and grant the faid Petitioners their Liberty, which
{eems fo unlikely for them to obtain, that unlefs relieved by a particular A&, to be paffed in their Favour,
which, by their {aid Petitions, they have humbly prayed, that they muft inevitably continue Prifoners for
Life ; and for that the Truth of the faid Petitioners Allegations is made appear to this General A flembly,
urnd that the faid Petitioners are fit Obje&s of Charity, and that their lying in Goal can be no Advantage
to their Creditors : It is humbly prayed that the faid Petitioners may be relieved according to their Prayer,

and that it may be L.ooed,

IL. AN D & it Enafted) by the Right Honourable the Lord Proprictary, by and avith the Adwice and Confent
of kis Lordibip’s Gowernor, and the Upper and Lowwer Houfes of Affembly, and the Authority of the fame, That
unlefs all or any of the Creditors of the faid Thomas Gay, George Benfon, Fames Horn, dlexander Macmullen,
Thomas Webb, Fobn Bateman, William Matherly, Pearce Tracey, Fohn Barnat, Bigger Head, Facob Tracey,
Thomas Thomfon, Fames Fanning, Thomas Cloak, Edmund Low, Charles Mooney, Nicholas Seymore, Nathanitl
Wright, Fobn Talbet, fenior, Abrabam Niviffon, and Nicholas Daavfon, or the Creditor or Creditors of any
or either of them, or the Attorney or Attorneys of fuch Creditor or Creditors aforefaid, within this Pro.
vince, go to the Sheriffs of the Counties of Worcefter, Anne-Arundel, Frederichk, Queen-Anne’s, Baltimon,
Saint Mary’s, and Prince-George's, within Ten Days next after the End of this Seflion of Affembly, and
give good and fufficient Security to pay the Imprifonment Fees, as fettled by Law, that fhall or may become
due from the {aid Prifoners refpectively after the End of the faid Ten Days, and alfo find the faid Prifoners
fufficient Meat, Drink, and Cloathing, during their future Imprifonment ; and in Cafe they the faid Pri.
foners fhall deliver up and furrender, or caufe to be delivered ap and furrendered, to the Sheriffs of the
Counties aforefaid, in the Prefence of Two Juftices of the Peace of the Counties aforefaid, whom the faid

- Sheriffs are hereby required to fummon, on the Requeft of the faid Prifoners, at fome convenient Time af.

The Oath,

ter the Receipt of this A&, not exceeding Five Days, all their Real and Perfonal Eftate, either in Pofleffion,
Reverfion, Remainder, or in Truft, or in or unto which they have any Claim or Intereft whatfoever, and

Jikewife before the Day beforcmentioned, convey, aflign, transfer, and make over, unto the Sheriffs of

Worcefer, dnne-Arundel, Frederich, Queen-Anne’s, Baltimore, Saint Mary’s, and Prince-George’s Counties,
for the Ufe of the faid Creditors, all fuch their Eftate, Interet, or Claim, as aforefaid, after fuch Manner
as by the faid Sheriffs, and by the major Part of fuch Creditors, or of fuch of them as fhall think fit to di-
reét therein, or their Council learned in the Law fhall reafonably devife or require, at the Cofts and Charges
of the Perfons as fhall ¢laim Benefit thereof, fo that the faid Prifoners be not burthened with any Warranties
thereby, other than from themfelves, or thofe claiming by, from, or under them ; and that the faid Pri-
foners,. at the Time of fuch their Surrender and Transferring their Efate as aforefaid, fhall take their {olemn -
Oaths (or Affirmation if Quakers) before the faid Two Juftices of the Courts of the Counties refpectively
aforefaid, ‘to the Effeé following, wiz. « 7 A. B. & affirm or folemnly fawvear, That the Goods, Debts, and
“ Effeits, awbhich I hawe delivered, affigned, and made over, to the Sheriff of : County, and in
“ Truff for the Ule of my Creditors, is the awhole Eftate, both Real and Perfonal, of my own in Poffeffion, or
“ bave any Title to in the World ; and that I hawve not any Eftate, Geods, or Effests, of any Kind whatfoever
¢ left, either in Poffeffion, Reverfion, or Remainder (the neceflary Wearing Apparel Jor myfelf, Wife, and Chil-
“ dren, and Working Tools, excepted) ;' dnd that I hawve not direfily or indire@lly fold, leajed, or otheraife con-
“ weyed, difpofed of, or intrufted, all or any Part of my Efiate, thereby to defraud my Creditors, or to Jecure the
““ fame to receive or expel? any Profit or Advantage thereosf : So help me Gop.” It fhall and may be lawful
for the Sheriffs of the Counties aforefaid, after the End of the {ajd Five Days, and the faid Sheriffs are
hereby required to difcharge the faid Prifoners, and fuffer them to go at large.

III. AND beit ‘furtber Enafied by the Authority, Adwice, and Confent aforcfaid, That if the faid Prifoners,
or any of them, fhall hereafier be imprifoned b( Reafon of any Judgment or Decree, obtained for the Pay-
ment




