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A Sappkﬁxmldfy ACT 1o the A, intitaled, An A for the
more qﬁéﬁuaz Punifbment of Negros, and other Slaves 5 and Jor
‘taking away thgaBencfit of Clergy from certasn Offenders @ ond
to an At 1 , An At 10 prevent the tumultuons Mecting
‘and other Irrégulurities of Negros; and other Slaves ;) and direct=

g the Manner of trying of Slaves.
#ng the Manngr of trying of Ssaves.

57 HEREAS, the Laws in Ferce, for the. Punifhment of Slaves, are
VY found infufficient, to prevent their committing very great Crimes and
Dilorders ; and that a further Provifion is neceflury, to keep them in proper
Bounds and. due Order: And for a more fpeedy Method to bring them to”
 Juftice, than is prefcribed by the Laws herctofore tade:

. BEITTHEREFORE EN_ACTE D, by the Right Honourable

$be Lord Proprietary, by and with the Advice and Conjent of His Lovd-

sp's Goveraor, and the Upper and Lower Heujes of siffembly, and the

_ Asthority of the fame, That if any Slave or Slaves fhall, at 2ny Time after

+#  the Publication of this A&, conifult, advife, or confpire to rebel, or raife any

Infurreion within this Province ; or to murder or poiton any Perfon or Per«

fons whatfoever; or to commit a Rape upon any White Weman; or to

butn any Houle or Houfes; and be theieof convi@t, by Confeflion or Veidié,
fhall fuffer Death, as in Cafes of Felony, without Beacfit of Cleigy.,

"AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTE D, That any Slave, who
fhalf -attempt to burn any Dwelling-houfe, or Out-houfe contigucus to, or
ufed with any Dwelling-houfe, or any other Houfe, wherein there fhall be
any Perfon or Per{ons, or any Goods, Merchandizes, Tohacco, Indian Corr,
or : other Grain, or Fodder, and fhall be thereof convidl, as aforefaid, fhall

~fuffer Death, as a Felon, without Benefit of Clergy. |

~AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTE D, That eyery Slave com= .-

mitting any of the Felonies herein before-mentioned, or any other Offence, -

which may by Law fubjec fuch Slave to the Pains ¢f Death, fha'l be coma: -
mitted to the Sheriff of the County where the Offence fhall be committed ;
nd that at the next Affizes, or County Court which fhall firft happen to be
| ield; for the County where the Offence fhall be committed, the Juftices of
- Adfize, or either of them, or County Court which fhall firft happen, fhall and

mayy by Virtue of this A&, try every fuch Offender or Offenders, according
. to-lLaw; and upon the Conviftion of the Offendef or Offenders, upon- his,
“afer, .or their voluntary Confeflion, or the Verdict of a Jury, upon the Tcfti
mony of one or more legal and credible Witnefs or Witncfles; or even the
Teftimony or Evidende of other Slaves, corroborated with fuch pregnant
Circomftances, as fhall convince and fatisfy the Jury, who fhall try the Fa&,
of the Guilt of fuch Slave or Slaves, to give Judgment according to the Na-

ture and anli,t;y of the Offence.

" AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That any Slave or
Slaves, who fhall give any falfe Teftimony againft any Slave or Slaves who
fhall be profeeuted, as aforefaid, and fhall be thereof lepally convi@, fhall

have one Ear cut off, on the Day of his or her Convition, and rcceive Thirty
Nine




