Offéenders to [everal of the Inhabitauts of this Province, as Servants of gm)og'

Reputations, and not convict of any Crime or Offences , by whicli Priftices,
feveral of the fuid Felons, and Offenders, whofe Teftimony ouglit not to be
received in any Court of Records or betore any Magiftrate, becaule not
known to be fuch, may be received as Witnelles, to the muaniteft Danger
of the Lives, Libertics, and Propertics, of his Majefty’s Subjeéts of this
Province ; and the true Intent and Meaning of the faid Statutes, is eluded
For the Preventionof which Evils, -, ‘ | |

Be it Enadied, bythe Right Honourable the T.ord Pyoprietary, by and with
the Advice and Confent of His Lortl(hip’s Governonr, and the Unper and Lower
Houfes of Affembly, and the Authority of the fame, . Thatevery Mafter of a Ship,
or Veflel, that fhall import any Felons, or Offenders, from and -after the
Tenth Day of Novemtler, whic{\ fhall be in the Year One Thoufand Seven
Hundred and Twenty Nine, fhall be obliged to bring an authentick Teftis
monial of the Offerce, or Offences, whereof fuch Felon, or Offender, hath

been; or fhall be convi&; and the Number of Years, he, the, or they, are

obliged to {erve ; on Pain of forfeiting the Sum of Five Pounds current Me-
ney of Maryland, for every fuch Felon or Offender; One Half to the

- Lord Proprietary, to be appliedto defray the Charge of the County ~where<

it fuch Ship, or Veflel, fhall ride at Anchor, the other Half to him or
them who fhall {ue for the fame ; to be recovered by A&ion of Debt, Bill,
Plaint, or Information ; wherein no Efloyn, Prote&ion, or Wager of Law to
be allowed. | | :

And be it furthér Enacted, by the Authority, Advice, and Confent aforefaid,
That fuch Teftimonial, or Teftimonials, fhall be lodg'd by the Mafter, or

chiet Officer of fuch Ship, or Veflel, importing {uch convi&ted Perfons, with |

the Clerks of the refpeétive County-courts-within this Province, into which
fuch Felons, or Offenders, fhall be Imported and Sold ; under the Penalty of
Five Pounds for every Offence; to be recovered and applied as aforeluid :
And any Copy, or Copies, of fuch Teftimonial, or Teltimonials, under the
Hand of fuch County Clerk, fhall be received and admitted as fall and con-
clufive Evidence, to prove the Mutter therein contain'd, And for the better
Dilcovery of Felons, and other Offenders,

Be it Enacled, by the Authority aforefaid, That all Perfons importing or
bringing any Servant, or Servants, into this Province, by Land or by Warer,

fhall be obliged by Virtue.of this A, to declare upon Oath ( or Affirmation
it a Quaker ) to the Naval Officer of the Port or Diftri& into which fuch Ser-

vant, or Servants, fhall be imported or brought, whether any fuch Servant,

or Servants, have been convicted of any Crime, to the Knowledge of the Per-
fon or Perfons, fo importing fuch Servant, or Servants ; and if any, of what
Crime : And that if it fhall appear, by the Oath (or Affirmation it a Qraker,)
of {uch Perfon or Perfons, or by any other Legal Evidence, that any {uch Ser-
vant, or Servants, hath or havebeen convi@ of any Felony, or other Offence,
fuch Felon, or Offender, fhall ferve the fame Term of Years as is prefcribed
and direéted, in and by the faid Statutes: Any private Contra& or Agreement
to the contrary, notwithftanding, * |

And be it {urther Enacted, That any Perfon importing or bringing any Sers
vants in this Province, as aforefaid, “and that thall refule to declire upont

Oath (or Affirmation, if a Quaker, ) whether to his Knowledge, any fuch
Servant hath been convié of any Felony, or other Offence, fhall forfeit the
Sum of One Hundred Pounds current Money ; to be recovered to the Ufes
aforefaid, in Manner and Form aforefaid : And that every Naval Officer,
neglecting or omitting to adminifter fuch Oath, (or Affirmation, if a Quaker )
ﬂ}gﬂ,,fgggv,cry;ffuch,,Negle& ~or Omiflion, forfeit One Hundred Pounds, like

~ Money ; to le recovered and applied as aforefaid. |
And be it further Enacled, That any Perfon or Perfons, fo to be fworn,

(or affirm if 2 Yuaker ) wheo fhall knowingly forfwear him, or themfclves,
| oL
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