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any Perfon was convidted before the making the fuid fift recited A&, or did
then ftand attainted of any Offence whatloever for Death, by Law, ought to
to beinflited. Or where any Offenders thould be thereatter ‘convicted zf any
Crime whatloever, tor which by Law they ought to be excluded the Bene.
fit of Clergy; and his Majefly, his Heirs, or Succeflors, {hould be gracioufly
pleafed to extend Royal Mercy to any fuch Offenders, vpon Condition of
Tranfportation to any Part of America, and fuch Intention of Mercy fhould be
fignified by one of his Majefty’s principal Secretaries of State ; It thould and
might be lawful for any Court, having proper Authority, to allow ‘fuch
Offenders the Benefit of a Pardon, under the Great-Seal, and to order and
dire¢t the like Transfer and Conveyance to any Perfon or Perfons (who would

| ~contraét for the Performance of fuch Tranfportation,) and to his and their

-Affigns, of any fuch before-mention'd Offenders. As alfo of any Perfon or
, Perfons, conviéted of Receiving Stolen Goods, knowing them to be
‘Stolen, for the Term of Fourteen Years; in cafe fuch Condition ot Tranfpor- -
tation be general ; or elfe for {uch other Term or Terms as thould be made
Part of fuch Condition, if any particular Time be fpecified by his Majefty
-~ his Heirs, and Succeffors, as-aforefaid : And that fuch Perfon or Perfons, o
0 contracting as aforefaid, his or their Ailigns, by Virtue of fuch Order of
1 Transfer as aforefaid, fhould have a Property and Intereft in the Service of
ﬂ the faid Offenders, for fuch Term of Years, o

| . Andwhereas by the Statute of the Sixth Year of the Reign of his late
|

!

i’; Majefty, Entituled, An At for the further preventing Robbery, Burglary,
and other Felonies, and for the move effeétual Tranfportation of Felons, It is
"Emcéted, That all the Powers and Authorities which are given by the faid

récited AGt of the Fourth Year of the Reign of his late Majefty, to any Court

before whom any Felons and Offenders tried for, and conviéted of any. Of-

fence, for which they might be fent or tranfported to any of his Majefty’s. Co-

lonies or Plantations in dmerica, fhould and might be obferved and exe-

cuted by any other fubfequent Court, with like Authority, held for the

fame County, Riding, Divifion, or Liberty ; were, or fhould be, tryed

or convi¢ted : And that fuch Court might appoint, if they fhould

think fit, two or more Jufticesof the Peace, of the faid County, Riding,

—— —Liberty;—or-Place;—where —fuch-Offenders were -or —should be convided—

who should have Powerand Authority to contraét with any Perfon, or Perfons,

for the Performance of the Tranfportation of fuch Felons and Offenders, who

by Order of fuch Court, or Courts, were to be fent to any of the Co~

ionies or Pantations aforefaid ; and to order fuch like fufficient Security to

be given ; (as theaforefaid recited A& direéts, to be taken by Order of Court)

and alfo to caufe fuch Felons, purfuant to fuch Contra&, to be delivered by

* the refpeétive Goalers, in whofe Cuftody they were, or should be, or might
: be, to the Perfon or Perfons contracing for the fame, or te his or their Affigns.
And whereas leveral Mafters of Ships, and other Veflels, importing the
faid Felons and Offenders into this Province, have negleted to bring any
’ Teftimonial of the Offences whereof the faid Felons, and Offenders, have
been convi&t ; or whereby it might appear whether they were obliged to
ferve Seven Years, or Fourteen Years, which hath already occafioned Dif-
putes and Controverfies between the Perfons entituled to the Service of fuch
Felons, and Offenders, and the Felons and Offenders themlclves, concerning
P? “their Terms of Servitude, and may occalion many more, as wellas give fome
- of the faid Felons, and Offenders, Opportunities of returning from their
Tran{portation before the Expiration of the Terms they Iave been or may be

tranfported for, contrary to the true Intent and Meaning of the faid Statutes.
And whereas feveral other Mafters of Ships, and Veflels, have Imported fe-
“veral Felons, and other Offenders, into this Province, and made private Con-
traéts with {fuch Felons, and Offenders, for a lels [ime of Servitude than is
prefetibed by the faid Adis, and difpoled of the [aid Lclons, and other
o . Ctlenders,
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