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An ACT concerning Tobacco.

YHEREAS 9obarce, the only Staple of this Prévince,
and the principal Dependance of its fnhabitants, has becen
for feveral Years, and now is fo very low, that the Ma-
kers of it cannot poflibly tu:pport themfelves by the Pro-

Preambled

duce thercof -~ And- whereas the large Quantities of Trafh;—and Un-
merchantable Tobacco ufually made and fthipped; hath becn, and al-
ways will be (if not remedicd ) very detrimental to the Trade in ge-
neral ; and that the Peoples Backwar Inets in getting theit Tobacco
ready in a rcafonable Time, hath not ~nly occafioned very great De-
lay and Charge, in the Lading and Diivarch of Ships, but {ometimes
of the Lofs of Ships and Mens Lives, - nd always of great Damage
~to the Tobacco it felf, in Winter Pail.;cs; befides mifling the Op~
portunity of early ‘and quick Marke' s, (the Life of Trade:) For
Remedy whereof, | | ‘
Be it Enzded, by the Right Honsarable the Lord Proprietary,
by and with the Advice and Confer’ of His Lordfbip’s Governour,
and the Upper and Lewer Houfes of ~;’ﬂ{°mb(y, gnd~the Authority of
,_ the fame, That if any Perfon or Peri.. s; having the immediate Rule,
- ~Directionsor Government of any P!. .tation,  where Tobacco is, or
fhall be made, fhall falfe pack anv “.ogfhead, or other Package, or No Tobic.
ufe any fraudulent or deceitful Practic. or Means, to conceal or hide ©° 'f be falfe.
any Froft-bitten trathy Ground-Leaves, )?mrﬂ/szrubs, Stalks, Stems, P
Wood, Dirt, or any manner of Triatr. of decayed old Tobacco, and
. -.fhall offer or tender to fell; or pay aw. the fame; ds good merchant-
~ able Tobacco, and fhall be convié oi i h falfe packing, before any
‘Juftice of the Peace, who fhall, by Virtue of this A&, hiave Gogni~
: zance thereof, as in cafe of {mall Debts; fhall, for cvery fuch Of-
3 fence, forfeit Four Hundred Pounds of Tobaceo, to the Party to  on Forfii-
whom fuch Tobacco fhall be paid, or tendered, ot offtted to be paid ; ture.
if fuch Party will profecute for the fame within Two Months after
the Offence committed: And in cafe fuch Party fhall negleét or re-
fufe to profecute, the faid Penalty fhall and may be recoverable by
any other Perfon, to his own Ule, that will inform and profecute for
“the fame, before any fuch Juftice.. Any Law, Ulfage, or Cuftom to
the contrary, notwithftanding, ~

And be it Enalted by the Authority aforé/aid, That 411 Perfons  Ap Makéis
making Tobacco within this Province, fhall be oblig’d to get the fathi€ of Tobaccs -
ready packed and prized for Shipping. by the laft Day of May Year- | 8 g rea,
1y, during the Continuance of this A:; and that any Perfon or Pers p,y;iescf(t,,an

fons, that fhall negle or refufe to get his or their Tobacco ready, as fhipping, by
~aforefaid, and fhall prefume to fell or fhip any Tobacco fo negledted ;h;ﬂl;aﬁ D:f
to be got ready, 'till the Tenth Day of Navember then next, fhall not el or
forfeit fuch Tobacco, or the full Value thereof; one Moiety to be ap- Mip it "tlt
plied toward the Support of the Fre>=8chool of the County where ‘}eﬁ’;ﬁ:’
‘the Fa&t fhall be committed, and the other Moiety to him of them on Foufeituss

that will fue for the fame; to be reccyered in the County-court, by of i
Adtion,




