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State. After consultation with the officers of both institutions,
have deemed it advisable to allow them to remain and complete
their education. No warrants have been issued to this institution
for the last two years. R |

I deem it my duty to furnish you with some facts in relation to
the sales of the State lands, and the laws regulating such sales,
with a view to equalize their proportionate valuation.

‘The prices are now fixed by the old laws which still prevail, are
as followe, viz : In Allegheny county the price of vacant -lands
is 161 cents per acre, of this 8% cents is to be paid at the time of
taking out the warrant. In Washington county 25 cents per acre
and 12 cents to be paid when warrant issues. In all the rest of
the State including even the city ot Baltimore 50 cents per acre
and 24 cents to be paid at the time of obtaining the warrant.

For escheat lands, the Surveyor is reqaired by law to value the
lands and improvements on oath at the time of returning his cer-
tificate ; one third of the value of the lands is deducted, and the
purchaser pays two-thirds into the Treasury and the whole amount
of the value of the improvements if any. 1 would suggest as
the fairest way to equalize the value of these lands to the State
and purchaser, that hereafter the value of all vacant lands should
placed on a footing with escheated land, viz: the purchaser to be
pay two-thirds of the value of the land and the whole value of
improvements, to be ascertained by the oath of the Surveyor to
be appended by him to the certificate at the time of its return to
the land office ; giving the power to the Commissioner of the
land office to ascertain the true value if he should deem it ne-
cessary.

While upon this subject I would call your attention to the con-
dition of the unrecorded certificates of survey in the land office
and some of the record books. There are old bundles of un-
recorded certificates ofland, in every county ofthe State, many of
them too much defaced now for record and all subject to some de-
cay in time. These certificates are the foundation of title to all
the lands covered by them and indeed contain the only evidence
of title. If the holders of these lands can prove possession under
Acts of Assembly for more than twenty years they can obtain the
legal evidence of thelines only from these certificates.

Sone of the old record books are so rotten from age that they
cannot be handled without injury and in many cases can scarcely
be copied. The State, having sold these lands and received the
purchase money, is bound to give title when called on, and as
matters now stand, this cannot be done in many cases, and the
longer the recording these certificates 1s put off, the greater will
be the number of such cases. - This subject demands your early
attention.

The report of the Commissioners appointed by the Legislature,
under the third Article of the Constitution, Section 17, ¢‘to revise,
simplify and abridge the rules of practice, pleadings and forms of



