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marked defects 1n our system of education. Whilst, therefore,
this species of insthuction could b matle Subserviét fiiaproved
physical s well as Higntal dobelbpriaat, f dcebmplishes th grert
practical point in which fhe State Is 'so Hedply conteriied: -+
‘Lét the éxperiment be fairly tried, introdace end ptovide by
law for reg'lila'r;‘lg’l}llit_ary'i_hgtrﬁctiQn'ddrﬁﬁg portiors’ of the yéar-in
all the Collggé's' and 'Academfés in ‘the State whith partake
- State’s bounty,” appoint a Military “Officer of * high
professional standing and ‘merit to mspect'them from ‘time to time,

and soon the merits of .the two plans will'have a iprgi'c"fi'c,él s6lu-

tion, which will be the'end of all argument.

"The agricultural interest, of the State has been in a great mea-
sure overlooked by the Legislature,  T'féél it my duty'to calf your
especial attention to the subject, and to recommerd that some-
thing be done for the in¢reased devélopment of ‘our landed re-
sources, and for the promotion of agricultural education. The
pursuit of agriculture is incomparably the most itaportant of -all
the avocations of life. It constitutes the hasis upofi whieh the
permanent prosperity of all others is founded, and is surely enti-
tled, equally with others, to the favor and patrohage of -the Gov-
ernment. | S D

That great and uncomplaining elass of our peaple, the tillers of
the soil, who have always contribytéd so largely to the support of
Goyvernment, and upon whomi in seasons of pecuniary emibarrasse
ment and trial, the burdens of the State have heen ‘so ‘profusely
thrown, have been most sadly neglécted. They have relied mainly
upon their own unaided resources, and have been content to await
the slow retirns of patient and plodding labor and industry, rather
than seek the uncertain and capricious aid which might be ob-
tained from the favor of Government. It is, however, extrémely*
gratifying to perceive the increased zeal and interest which'is be-
ginning to pervade public sentiment, in relation te this eléviting
and ennobling pyrsuit. 'No one who has attended’ fhre annual
exhibitions of the ’}S_‘tate)A‘gr‘g'cgltp'rAI Society for the last fetr years
can fail to be struck with the vast improvement dnd progtess in
agricultural science, Which has béen attuined within this bitef

I respectfully submit, that this is an auspicious time to encour-
age an association whose efforts have been attended, with.siigh
public benefits. This sociéty sustained thus far'by private’ ier-
ality and enterprise, has spread abroad through 't%:'e comniunity
most useful and practical information ; by stimulating ldbor ‘dnd
rewarding skill and industry, it has done much 16 arouse the dor-
mant energies of the people in béhalf of an interest which lies at
the foundation of all national prosperity. With a view to the pro-
motion of a more practical and thorough agricultural education
as well as the more genera] diffusion among the people of those
elementary and well established principles of agricultural science,
which can as well be'learned in youth, as by thé ‘slow Process ¢f




