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with strict impartiality. Past experience has convinded me that

the occasions for the exercise of firmness, on the part of Ini-

spectors, in maintaining the market standards of merchandize, are

much more frequent than is generally supposed. This may be

one reason, why some are found anxious to rid themselves of the

wholesome restraints which the present systemimposes. It is much

more 1mportant, however, for the genetal purposes of justice, as

well as for the character of our market abroad, that these salutary
restrictions should be rigidly maintained, than that individual inte-

rests or prejudices should be gratified. B
- No subject claimed a more earnest consideration, in the distin-

guished body, which gave to the State its present Constitution,

and none met with a more hearty approval in the popular judgment,

than that clause, by which it was enjoined upon you to pass laws,

for the exemption from execution of a portion of the property of
unfortunate debtors. This humane provision is altogether in con-

sonance with the liberal and enlightened spirit of the age. It is

deeply to be regretted that you found it impracticable, at your last
session, to discharge this constitutional duty. The difficulty, it

appears, grew out of the great diversity of opinion, as to the

amount of the limit to be fixed. The Constitution provides that
the exemption shall not exceed five hundred dollars. That is a
liberal sum ; and may serve as an index to the expectations

of those who framed the Constitution, and of the people who
ratified it. To extend an insufficient relief, as a mere formal
compliance with the peremptory requirement of the Constitu-
tion, would be to disregard its command, by defeating the object
of its solicitude. I, therefore, most earnestly hope that you will,
at an early day, and with a liberality worthy of the measure, has-
ten to gratify the public sentiment upon this subject.

[t may be proper here to call your attention again to a kindred
matter, alluded to in my last Annual Message. It is not sufficient
to secure to the unfortunate the means of physical subsistence ;
but, 1t 1s, also, one of the highest duties of an enlightened Gov--
ernment to provide for the moral and mental cultivation of the
people. If this be important, under every conceivable form of .
human government, how essential must it not be in a Republic,
whose institutions rest upon the broad basis of popular intelli-
gence and morality. No nation can be educated, if reduced to
the condition of ‘ hewers of wood and drawers of water.” - If
the poor man 1s obliged to eat his bread by the sweat of his
brow, his condition should not be embittered by the deprivation
of those means, which are necessary for the attainment of the
higher enjoyments of social life, and for the proper discharge of the
primary duties of Society. I most urgently recommmend the pas-
sage ot a law, for the regulation of the hours of labor. 1 am
well aware that many difficulties would attend a universal appli-
eation of the principle. But, I have no reasuo to doubt that,



