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slaked. This compound contains of lime ‘above 76 per cent.,
while air-slaked lime contains but 56 and nearly one-third per
cent. The lime obtained from oyster shells is reduced to powder
in the same manner as stone lime, and is, in every respect, iden-
fical with it, as far as the lime is concerned. It contains, how-
ever, another substance, phosphate of lime—Li. e., lime associated
with phosphoric acid, the same thing which !gives bones their pe-
- culiar value. This forms from one and a half to two and three-
quarters per cent. in oyster shells. So that in them we have all
the properties of lime, with those of bone dust in that quantity
superadded. Oyster shells, also, contain ia small quantity of
magnesia, but not enough to influence their agricultural value.
We generally obtain lime from oyster shells purer than from
common limestone.

The analyses of the following specimens of lime that had been
sold for agricultural purposes, and comprising all those used in
that part of Maryland which I have visited, will show their com-
position. '

Lime from North River,* commonly called “New York Lime,”
1s composed of | |

\

Water,feeeeevencansn ceereeeeaseeeases 1770 per cent.

Iime, as quick lime,coeoeeeceeiiieiaennn 37.30 ¢«
Magnesia, cveveoirecscacnossareeseness.21.20
Sand, clay and iron,..ccccaeeeivenens ..i..23.80 ¢

The specimens of the lime were taken from the load in the con-
dition in which it is sold; and I may here remark that all of the
specimens were taken from lots which had been sold. The pro-
portions given are by weight and not by measurement.

READING LIME—PENNSYLVANIA.

Water,fo.ev.es teceesesseanaise oens ... 1.40 percent.
Sand,.. ... e seeeteescsassosesassansesss N8O
Clay and iron,eec.e ... e eeeeeeenae eesss10.10 ¢
Lime, (quick lime,)coeceein.nne. weeeehe.D229  «
Magnesia,.. .o e R s 10 e 1 I
SCHUYLKILL LIME—NoO. 1. .
Water,Foveeeeireeecanocecenns e eeee ...12.80 per cent.
B 7 5 T R P 4.00 ¢
Lime, (quick lime,)eoeveceeeceiinneae. 35.00 «
Magnesia, «oeeoveneoe s A 1| R3Y: SRS
Clay and iron,.veeeseseceaes eeaeas Zee. 7.60 ¢

s This lime is furnished on the James river for
1 Unslaked.

/

out 6 cents per bushel.



