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public purpose, to wit : the forcible resistance of 5 public law of
the United States.

Now, it was, unquestionably, a matter of fact for the Jury to de-
cide upon the intention of that assemblage of men, and for what
purpose they came together. If they found that it was merely
temporary and caused alope by a motive to rescye these particy-
lar slaves of My, Gorsuch, it was not treason, but if it was ap or-

based on so fundamental an article of the Constitution,
But the court have intimated to the jury, that there was « po
treason,” because there ¢ wag N0 conspiracy to make g general
. - ’

sist all arrests of fugitive slaves, where the evidence showed 2
preconcerted assemblage almost instantaneously by the blowin
of horns, of more thap an hundre( men, who deliberately defied
the officer of the United States when he read the warrants, and
fired upon his party, killing one and wounding others,

When the war-cry of the insurgents was, ““we are freq,” and
when, more especially, so far as the white prisoners were concern-
ed, there was no evidence that they knew the slaves of Mr., Gor-
such, and one of them, Elijah Lewis, Swore, on the trial of Hap-
way, that when he read the Warraats at the time, he dig not no- ¥
tice “for what negroes they were.” From ali these facts, and the

proofof the wide-spread disloyalty and disaffection to the law, of

the general purpose of preventing any arrests of fugitive slaves ip
that neighborhood ; that is, in effect, to prevent the execution of
the fugitive slave act.

capture of certain of their friends, or to rescye them if arrested,”
thus evidently deciding the character ang intention of the Insurrec-
tion, which was the disputed matter of fact, on which the Jury
were alone Competent to pass.

Judge Grier likens this case to that of a bang of smugglers re-
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