upon it, Whereas, the sma]] 1and~holgler, the mechanic, and the
trader cannot, (even if he has the disposition to,) conceal the trye
value of his estate, The accounts of ap Executor not unfrequent-
ly exhibit a much larger amount of property, than was to be found
upon the assessment, in the lifetime of the Testator, I have no
doubt, but that, a re-assessment would add, considerably, to the

1n a short time, to commence g progressive reduction in the rate
of taxes; the benefit of which would be felt, equally, by all. |
Shortly after my induction into office, Mr. James 'S, Mitchell, a
Citizen of Cecil County, in this State, informed me that, the Grand
Jury of Philadelphia City and County, had found 4 bill of ndjct-
ment agamnst hin, on 3 charge of kidnapping; and, that, he |aqd
reason to appreheng that, the Governor of Penusylvania woulg de-
mand him, under 3 vequisition.  He stated tq me that, about the
year 1845, a negro Woman, his slave for life, had made her escape
into Pennsylvania~lhat, during her absence, as a fugitive from hig
service, she had given birth to ap dlegitimate male child—that, he
had recently, through the instrumentality of Agents, residing ip
Pennsylvania, succeeded 1n apprehending the Woman, wwho, togetler
with the child, had been delivered 1o m, at Elkton, in Cecil Coun-
ty—that, the crime alleged was, the taking of the child alone—and,
finally, that, ke himself had never been personally present, within
the jurisdiction of I’ennsylvania, I connection wil, the arrest op
removal of either of (he parties. I replied to Mr. Mitchel| that, it
was quite clear, first, that, the child of his slave, even though born
during the period of her absconding, was his property, by the law
of Maryland ; for taking which, he could not be punished by the
‘laws of any other State, without a manilest violation of the Federal
Constitution ; and secondly, that, not having beep personally ep.-
gaged, within the jurisdicjon of Pennsylvania, in the perpetration
of the act, whether criminal or not, he could not be demanded, as 5
fugitive from her justice, But, I expressed to him 3 doubt, as to my
power, under the Federal Constitut.ion, to go behind the requisition

of the real facts, should Present a prima facie case of alleged kid-
napping. I assured him, ,however, that this preliminary question
should be carefully considered ; apd that, if decided afﬁrmative]y,

been fully satisfied, by competent proof, under oath, that his state.

ment of the facts wag true. On the first day of March last, I re.
ceived the requisition of His Excellency, the Governor of Penn-

rities, he gave it, as hig decided opimion, that I had the power to
5



