There is another thing, perhaps, included under the broad term
of “such other matters touching the Agricultural interest of the
State, as may be considered necessary,” which is the difficulty that
sometimes happens, between the purchaser and the seller of wheat
and other grain, as to its merchantable condition. ' :

A load of grain is frequently comreic_ted 'for by the merchant,
and afterwards thrown upon the haids of the producer, or his
agent, from the alledged difference in the condition of the sample
and the load. When a merchant thus refuses to take the grain,
there 18 no remedy left, but to sue for breach of contract, a Course
for obvious reasons, not always practicable. In the present state
of things, wheat brouglit in the evening, is frequently returned in
the morning, especially when the market declines. It thus hap-
pens that the producer sometimes looses by a decline in the price
of grain between the contract for sale and delivery and never
gains by any rise, for when any rise takes place, the grain is
never returned, . | o
- That the load of grain sometimes does not correspond to the
sample, I bave no doubt ; when it does, and a decline in price
takes place, between the bargain for sale and its delivery, that 1t
is someétimes thrown back upon the producer, is well known.
There should be some fixed law, with a competent officer, to de-
termine the merchantable quality of all grain offered for sale, and
thus give fair play alike to the purchaser and grower, |

"This officer, moreover, could keep a strict account of all wheat,
corn, ,&q._,,b'wught to the market, and give statistical information
in regard to the amount of these crops, which would be of great
value 1n an agiicultural, as well asa commercial point of view.

do not mean to accuse all of the dealers in grain of dishonesty,
but to trust to the universal existence of its opposite virtue, is to
have a greater amount of confidence than the exXperience of any
would warrant, There is an obvious necessity for some legisla-
tion on this subject. | | N )

The office which the undersigned has the honor tofill, being a
new one in this State, the bill creating it was, of course, fiable to
imperfections, which experience only could correct, and I would
fail in my duty, were I not to make such recommendations to the
Legislature, and people of this State, as. would lead to the con.
struction of a law better calculated to carry out their liberal views.

1st. 1 shall call your honorable body’s attention to the purpo
of the present law creating the office of State Agricultural Chemist.
2nd. Show in what particulars its errors consist, and recommead
such changes as my experience convinces me are necessary.. 3rd.
Show the utility of the office to the agricultural interest of our
State. The intent of the law. of 1847, ch. 249, is best shown by
its 4th section, which declares: : o

““Thatit shall be the duty of said Agricultural Chemist to ana-
lyze specimens of each variety of sqil of the county in which bhe
shall be, that may be brought to him, or that he may find to exist,
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