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db not imegine Wil ever anéé %ethei‘%’e hitt %wh R re‘part:
‘beipassed by *his, or any sncceed‘ing leglslature, ot net. The ¢e-
feets exigling in ‘the present Constitution are indeed belizved it na
“many in'hiumber dnd of 'setious magtitude, but 'they would ndi, in
the opinion of the, ‘undéfsigned, Jostify agy prétecding that it .
]ﬂace in- danger the integrity afid peace of the Staie, o dimi..

- that respect for ifistitutions TegaMy ‘Grdainéd, which is the ond Y S5
“'basis‘of publie viitue and tratiqsiility, Phe undérsigiied, i the
perforinance of their dity, address thémselves only to the good
sense, candor and ‘fair ‘dealing of the House, satisfed thal the:,
opinions ~will receive fiom that tnbm!ai a Pémtem heario a5id
ultimately, an equitablé decision. *'

‘The vndérsigned think that the ehief &%cﬁfty, in ‘which this
question is involved, arises rord the fact thit the bistorical infur-
matioh; lying within out réach, is overlooked.  They will there-
fore: bi*reﬂy vemark upoh some of ‘the pecaliarities of L&e propris-
tary governient, under which the affairs of Maryland were ad-
ministered from 1632 to the begitining of the Revolutionaty var.
© ' The tdrge charactérof the grant to aacihus Calvért has ive: Tugiil-
1y been noticed. 'The undersigneéd réfeéf 'to it at the present tine,
- for the parpose of discussing the 'pbwer, conferied by the & Seveny:
section upon the Litd - Proprietdr, ,of enactitig laws of ever ¥
description, whether relating to the pubhc weal, of t6 the'adalis of
“ individnals, with the advice, agsent dnd a proba*&w of thé free-
men of the province, or the greater part of them, or of théii du
gates or deplities; who were to be cailed togather for Lhet%am“zu
laws, as often as need shiould require. * The tdersigned do not in-
tend to revive from the oblivion, in whith they have mngr sluin by -
ed, the discussions of the question, whether it wés ifiichid d by
the Crown, that the freemen of {hé pl’mﬁce ghiould Posseds the
right of: advismg with the propne’mr only, 8¢ whethér (tidy 0) the
true intérprelation of the %rant wete entitléd to legidfaie Tu“*r,
with him." K is safficiént for their plirpdse fo show mm this iz
of a voice'in léms[atton if' it existéd 4t all, - Waslhe rrght of the peu:),
of .the prov’m*ce, without fegatd to lotal divisions of its (Euifory.
Under this systeni, and subject to thid'check and résirdint 6&5 1,
the proprietary foverninént went into’ G‘peratma. e
'} can‘essily be seen that, byt for {he " provision tialls m the
~charter to Ceciliug Calvert, the freétiven of thé State wouid gdve
had no protection from & al‘bttary gdyémﬁabn't ezceyt what was
farnished by the intérference of the' erown. TS aumouw W
gomewhat €08 far rdinoved fo operate’ ab A BfHEtuAl résicain ‘In
order, therefore, that'the check mnpcsta& u‘ of the 1 I.‘,szh, ary gﬂ
veinnent should amduit to anything, We, dgiag at this d::y‘, ara
willing to give the most liberal construbtioh o' i Wotis of i
“ehiatter and to admit tHai the fréeriien of the pravﬁnce Wwere énlitle:
“to-exercise a joinit legislative powdr with {hie Proprieidey. '
~ 1tig'not necessary certamly %" “prove’ hisl, “{by’ tz‘ﬁe {memm of
the province,™ the ¢lartet’ iieas tb conifel ar” efiral Figti: mjc all
who'eould claids this' distiriction; Whatevsr miight te i St ra.
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