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chapier 208, required the Governor, on the first of May succeeding
1t passage, {0 appoint collectors in (he several counties and in the
City of Baltimore where none were appointed by the local au-
thorities, or Laving been appomle( failed orrefused toqualify. The
act of December session 1814, Chantel 2306, diects the Governor,
annually toappoint collectors, “w henever aud as oftein as the lt,vy
courts, commissioners ¢f the tax and the 3layor and City Coun-
cil of Baltimorc mll nezlect or be unable to procure duly quali["
ed collectors Iy the first day of May in each and every year.”
Grave que\tlon* "m e been started in the progress of suits insiitnted
for the recovery o taxes, us to the power of the city and county
authorities to apnoint coilectors after the first day of May in each
year; and although, thre better opinien is, thut the authority is con-
current, the apparcnt conflict should be removed by legislative in-
terpretation.  Suailar dilliculties h'wc ariscn m regard to the time,
within which, the levy of each year’s taxes Is to be made by the
levy courts, and commissioners and he L‘Lnon and City Couucil of
Baltiniore. The original tax law, directed the levy of the State
taxes to be made, al the annual mcctmg held for tne purpose of
laying the counw or city taxes. 'T'hc act of December session
1815, chapter 203, provides that, in case the proper authorities of
the counties or crt\ of Baltimore fail to levy the State tax by tle
first of August of each year, the Goverror shall appolnt tax boaids
for that purpose, and strong doubts have been intimated as to the
power of the local tax boards, to muke the levy after that day.  As
two-thirds of the taxes of each year arc, by an act of the last ses-
sion, made payable on the first of January, and the residue on the
first of April next succeeding the year for » which they are levied,
eatlier b\ nine months than was formerly required, the interest of
the Treasury would be promoted and all difliculty removed, by the
passace of a law directing both the levy of the tax and the ap-
pointment of collectors to be made, en or before the first of May
of every vear thereafter.

The act of December session 1842, chapter 269, authorising the
division of the counties into collection districts, has operated, where
it has been adopted, with extreme prejudice to the public interests,
and its repeal, therefore, is now become indispensably requisite.
Althonrrh, in the City of Baltimore and in all the largest counties
of the State, with but one or two exceptions, tie taxesare collected
by a single colleuor, in many of the smaliest counties, from three
to five collectors are frequently a)ppomted, accumulating unncces.-
sarily the already arduous duties of the T'reasurer, and rendcung
precarious, the payment of the taxes due from such counties. Of
fifty-eight suits brought within the last two years against collectors
and their sureties, but fire have been instituted in counties having
only one collectm while, under the system of divided collectlons
the State has not onl) been delayed in the receipt of her rcvenue,
but constantly forced into litigation, subjected to large expense for
fees and commissions to attorneys and exposed to the loss of
the claim, for the recovery of which, proceedings have been
taken. The act of Assembly imposing a tax upon civil com-



