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admitting to an equal participation of it a party of more doubtful
claims.  This Convention has now been in operation for neaily
nineteen years, uuting which time by far the greater portion - of
the emigration [romx the United States to the Oregon Territury has
taken place.  And yet, by the terms of its piovisions, and the
conceded constructions whicly have been given to them, the United
Stales can urge no claims to the country, by reasnn of these inter-
mediate senlememb by her people.  In this position the United
States will continue to exist, so long as the T'reaty of Joint Occu-
pancy is permiited to remain in force. It is well understood to be
the setded Law of Natons, and, indeed, adnmutted, even by the
American Secretary of State, (Mr. Buchamn,) in his coreespon-
dence with the British \lmlstcn, that mere Discovery and Explo-
ration alone, of a wild and uacultivated country, will not, of it-

self, give an absolute right. It must be followed by a settlement

and occupancy by at least a portion of thie people of the country
which discovered it.  What acts amount (o settlement and occu-
pancy, are questions upen which statesmnen may differ.  Thatsuch
settlemments have been made, both by Spain, from whom the Unit.
ed States derived their title in part, and also by the United States
themselves, would scem to be quite clear,  But if this were not so,
your conunittee cannot doubt that the tide of emigration which
has flowed to that country from the United States, within the last
ninctecn or twenly years, 1n connection with antecedent settle-
ments and explorations, would at this day, have placed the United
States upon grounds of precedence over Great Britain, from which
she would have found it difficult to be relieved.  But by the ope-
ration of this Convention, no such advantages can he claimed by
the United States; becausesby its terms, they are to enure to the
common benefit of both countiies.  With &' tide of einigration so
coustantly and sleadilv flowing from the United States to the Ore-
gon Termitory, we mmht reasonably have expected to have obtain-
ed afoot hold there, which no nation on earth could have impair-
ed. [Lwould have becone a a source of power, {romn which the
American title would have grown more and more impregnable, as
time rolled on.  As matters now stand, the United States may
send colony after culony to that country, and yet derive no addi-
tonal strength to their title. “Such colonization may, it is true,
give them additional power, but 1t will be power, of which, by
richt, they can take no advantage; becguse, by solemn Tleaty,
they have stipulated that such colonization shall be considcred as
lhc joint occupancy of the two counuies. By Great Britain,
whose title was weak and dow btful, and who, it may be supposed
was not then prevared to colomze the coumry, such stipulations
may have been regarded with morve than ordinary favor; but your
comamittee have not discovered in what manner they could have
been expected to become beneficial to the United States.

Your committee do not think that the erinination of the con-
vention by the United States will farnish any just ground of com-
plaint to Great Britain. The usual provisions tp be found in most
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