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proposition, that the prosperity of the residueof the Sate is equally
essential (o the prosperity of Baltimore. Iamn therefore convinced,
that any policy which would paralyze the energies ofiihe one,
would operate destructively upon the interest of the other; and it

follows that no system of legislation can be right, which looks ez-

clusively—separately, 1o the interest of either.

The people of Maryland when, through their representatives,
they entered upon the system of internal improvement, in the
prosecution of which the public debt has beengincurred, designed
to develop the resources of the whole State. The system was not
devised—this immense outlay of the public treasure was not de-
signed solely to develop the mineral resources of Allegany, or to
afford to the farmers of the upper counties a more accessable or
better market, or to throw into the Jap of Baltimore the rich :pro-
ducts of that fertile region—these were mere incidents of develop-
ment, the mere consequences of the system—looked to ondy as inci-
dents to the great object of the slatesmen who originated this system.

"The people, in approving of the system devised, looked beyond
the limits of Maryland for the sources of wealth and prosperity
which were commensurate with the magnitude of their underta-
king. ,
'%he Chesepeake and Ohdo Canal, the Baltimoie and O#kio
Rail Road, the Baltimore and Susquehanna Rail Road and the
Susquehanna and Tide Water Canul were all designed to have
their western termini beyond the limits of the State ; and Baltimore
city was designed as the eastern terminus of all except the ast.
We then looked to the great west as the source fiom which was to
come the passengers and trade, that were to remunerate us for the
vast outlay required for the completion of this grand system ; and
we must now look to the same source, or abandon the only object
which could justify the magnitude of the original design.

In reference to its western terminus, the destiny of the canal may
now be considered as fixed ; it must for our day and generation
continue within the limits of our State; but its eastern terminus
will conform to the original design, if there should be any founda-
tion for the apprehension of those who now oppose its western
extension. 5 -

We must consequently look to the Baltimore and Obio Rail
Road, and its'extension to the Ohio River, as the ondy means of
securing to the State the great advantages which were contempla-
ted from the gigantic scheme, in the prosecution of which the
means and credit of the State have been for the titue so completely
exhausted. h : -

It will be your duty to consider whether you can render any
assistance to that company in obtaining from our sister State of
Virginia, @ right of way, that this road may through her territory
reach its original destination, the Ohio River. The importance of
this extension ot this time not only to Viwginia and Maryland but
also to .the counury, is gieatly increased. by thejpresent critical
position of the foreign relations of onr country.



