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made, the one-tenth of the commissions to which they are entitled
by the Chancery scule. 'This amendment would certainly ren-
der this law gready more available as a revenue measure ; and if
no well founded objection can be urged to its adoption Iw ould
invoke for it your favorable consideration.

I will now call your attention to the act of the last session, chap-
ter 237, “imposing a tax on Collateral Inheritances, Distributive
Shares and Legacies.”  The delay which also occurs under this
law in the payment of the tax imposed, and the proprety of
adopting such amendments as will render it more practically bene-
ficial as a revenue measure will merit your attentive consideration.

Under its provisions the tax on distributive shares and legacies 1s
required to be paid by the executor or administrator “brfwe he pays
over the distributive share or legacy ;’’ and in reterence (o the tax
on real estate it makes it the duty of the executors and adminis-
trators (without a penalty) toreport to tire Levy Courts all the real
estate of which their testator or intestates have died seized, and the
Levy Courts are requued on the Ist of June in eacli year to value
the estates, and at the next period of making the county levy,
to levy this tax.

I sabmit it for vour consideraiion, whether the delay incident to
the existing provisions of this law would not be removed by an
amemlmvnl, requicing (in all future cases)) the Orphans’ Courts
to issue o summons directed to all collateral legatees and distributees
of personal estate, and to all collateral devisces and iheritors of
real estate, being of {ull age, und to the guardians of such as are
minors, requiring them to pay the tax imposed by this act within
three months from the service of such summons, and imposing
such penalties upon the aduly parties and the guardians of minor
parties for their neglect or refusal to pay within the tinie prescribed
as would male it their interest to comply, and consequently ensure
their corupliance with the law,
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I am satistied that this law can and will be so amended bv you,

as to make it at once practically eflicient as a revenue measure ; |
and then the annual 76’celp{.s from it may be estimated at an aveg- |
age of 310,000, ]

The wct of the i Lt session, chap. 302, “imposing a tax upon&
clerks and regisiers,”” has, I believe, been qenerall\ complied with, r
and the tax, dnmumnw to about $10,000, imposed by it, has
been alinost entirely received.  The like sum may be rehed on
from this source for the current vear.

Inreference to the laws of the last session. Which have been so
far considered, it may be remarked that they have met with
the almost universal approval of the people, and your pre-
decessora certainly deserve great eredit for the adoption of a system
of taxation which will o prom: nmn]\ contribute to the relief of the
State, and which, ar the same time, is so entirely 1n accordance
with the public will.

1 should, gentlemen, be wanting in Cuy to myself, and to yous
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