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length. 1 shall, therefore, be compelled to limit my remarks on
the several points which you have suggested, to the presentation of
the most important facts bearing on the problem, in-the form of
memoranda, from which you can draw your own conclusions.
The question of the comparative cost of transportation on Canals
and Rail Roads, is one on which I have had frequent occasion to
express iy opinions; but, in the examination which I made this
summer of the public improvements in England, 1 saw nothing to
change the opinion which I had previously deduced from the data
offered by the works of this country. _
That the Railways there have greatly reduced the yalue of ca-
nal property is not to be denied; and if the Rail Roads had been
fiust in the possession of the ground, and in the enjoyment of a
monopoly of both the heavy and the light traffic of that populous
tountry, and had been able under that monopoly to fix their own
prices, it is equally certain that the construction of canals along side
of thew would have inflicted serious i&fry on their proprietors, .
_ The capals of Great Britain, had long been made on aloiost
every line where there was trade to support or water to feed them,
and in some places where there was neither of these inducements
to authorise their construction. I
As a general nule the canals which were most needed were estab-
lished first, and being eligibly placed they were eminently success-
ful; and notwithstanding the fact that every canal of any conse-
quence in England, now has a Rail Road along side of  it, these
primitive canals are still successful. Those of more modein ‘con-
struction have generally suffered much more in their competition
with the Rail Roads. | . '
- The cause of this difference is clear. Any camal located through
a highly cultivated and densely peopled country, abounding n
wealth and manufacturing establishuients, and enjoying the excla-
sive monopoly of its trade, will necessaiily, under good: manage-
ment and in ordinary circumstances, prove to _be highly produc-
tive property. lts trade will usually consist of & great variety of
commodiiies; it will carry coal and ores from the mines to the
furnace ; pigs from the furnace to the forge, and bars and hard-
ware from the forge to the sea-port. It will carry wool and cotton
to the factory, and manufactured goods thence to the market; corn
to the mill, and fiour to the shipping. 1is trade will consist in fact.
of every commodity consumed or produced in the district through
which it passes. ' - :
- The tolls levied on this tonnage will_be low on some articles and
high on others—graduated with a vieVMWlle
corapany—but the great bulk of the trade will consist of thosecem-
modities which will bear but oderate charges. Sitill the valuable
products of the manufacturing establishments, in consequence of
the high charges assessed on them, will generally yield a very im-
portant portion of the revenue.. .
If in this state of things a Rail Road is located through the same
region, and between the same extreme points; the lines of the two
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