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(B
CESSION OF VIRGINIA.

«Be it enacted by the General Assembly, That it shall and may .
be lawful for the delegates of this State to the Congress of the
United States, or such of them as shall be assembled in Congress,
and the said delegates, or such of them so assembled are hereby
fully authorized and empowered, for and on behalf this State, by
proper deeds or instruments in writing, under their hands and seals,
to convey, transfer, assign, and make over, unto the United States
in Congress assembled, for the benefit of the said States, all right,
title and claim, as well of soil as jurisdiction, which this Common-
wealth hath to the territory or tract of country within the limits of
the Virginia charter, situate, lying and being, to the northwest of
the river Ohio, subject to the terms and conditions contained in the
before-recited actof Congress of the 13th day of September last,
thatis to say: upon condition that the territory so ceded shall be
laid and formed into States, containing a suitable extent of territory
not less than one hundred nor more than one hundred and fifty
miles square, or as near thereto as circumstances will admit; and
that the States so formed shall be distinct republican States, and
admitted members of the Federal Union, having the same rights
of sovereignty, freedom, and independence, as the other States.

«That the necessary and reasonable expenses incurred by the
State in subduing any British posts, or in maintaining forts and
garrisons within, and for the defence, or in acquiring any part of
the territory so ceded or relinquished, shall be fully reimbursed by
the United States; and that one commissioner shall be appointed
by Congress, one by this Commonwealth, and another by those
two commissioners, who, or a majority of them, ghall be authorized
and empowered toadjust and liquidate the account of the necessary
and reasonable expenses incurred by this State, which they shall
judge to be comprised within the intent and meaning of the act of
Congress of the tenth of October, one thousand seven hundred
and eighty, respecting such expenses ; that the French and Cana-
dian inhabitants, and other settlers of the Kaskaskias, St. Vincent’s,
and the neighboring villages, who have professed themselves citi-
zens of Virginia, shall have their possessions and titles confirmed
to them, and be protected in the enjoyment of their rights and liber-
ties: thata quantity not exceeding.one hundred and fifty thousand
acres of land, promised by this State, shall be allowed and granted
to the then Colonel (now General) George Rogers Clarke, and to the
officers and soldiers of his regiment, who marched with him when
the posts of Kaskaskias and St. Vincent's were reduced, and to the
officers and soldiers that have been since incorporated into the said
regiment, to be laid off in one tract, the length of which not to ex-.
ceed double the breadth, in such place, on the northwest side of the
Ohio, as a majority of the officers shall choose,and to be after-
wards divided among the said officers and soldiers in due propor-
tion, according to the laws of Virginia ; that in case the quantity



